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Once you were not a people, but now you are 
the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

1 Peter 2:10 

We used to play the Mercy Game at school – you 

hold hands and bend each other’s hand backwards 

until one cries out, “mercy, mercy” and of course you 

stop. The one who cried ‘mercy’ looses and the game 

stops. 

       

On the farm we had 2 dogs, Max and Bluey. Some 

days we would make them shake hands and there 

was the inevitable fight. They would fight until one 

gave in and begged for mercy, in a dog kind of way. 

Terrible when I look back on it – but it was good fun 

at the time – and no dogs were hurt – well seriously 

hurt. 

       

In my back yard – there are all sorts of atrocities  

I feed the magpies. And I get to see firsthand what 

new magpies have to go through to be accepted – 

their pecking order thing. If the newbie does the 
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slightest thing wrong the others peck him 

mercilessly. 

The only way out is for him to lay flat on his back and 

beg. 

It’s all about mercy. 

Actually it’s all about how hard one begs for mercy. 

If he only half-heartedly begs for mercy he’s dead 

meat. 

Life depends on his or hers begging ability.   

It’s the same with the chooks – you know the 

pecking order…. 

       

And my horses, the two young ones gang up on the 

old one and make him beg for mercy.….. 

You know when you drive past a farm it looks so 

serene. 

The cows and the horses grazing and the chooks 

scratching – but if you have a close look it is a horror. 

It’s kill or be killed – or really, beg for mercy or be 

killed. 
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When you get to the stage of begging for mercy you 

are completely vulnerable.  

You are begging the stronger one to stop. 

They don’t have to stop – in a dog eat dog world. 

And it’s the look of helplessness – it’s how good you 

are at begging for mercy which may or may not 

appeal to the bully’s compassion. 

       

Funny thing is with farm animals none of them 

deserve to be victims – they don’t deserve to be 

pecked, or scratched, or bitten or kicked – it just that 

they are weaker than the other.  

The stronger ones just want the weaker one to 

submit. 

       

You know outside of the farm – in the world as we 

know it we have rules. 

If we go against the rules we have to suffer the 

consequences. We go to court. 
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In court the judge works out a punishment – a fine – 

a jail sentence. 

If you’ve committed a serious crime you’re 

punishment can be very serious – like Jail – life in jail. 

In some places you could face the death penalty. 

Our friends the Americans, have one of the highest 

rates of the death penalty in the world. 

        

When you’ve done wrong – and it’s time for 

sentencing we have the opportunity to ask the judge 

for mercy. 

You get on you back like a dog and beg for mercy. 

Like the dog or the magpie you promise never to do 

it again – you agree that you were a bad person – 

and you pray for the judge to be merciful. 

       

We have sinned against God in every way, we have 

grieved him, we have turned away from him, we 

have scorned his word, we have hated him (murder), 

we have turned to other Gods (adultery). 
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As a God who hates evil and sin we must face the 

consequences. 

The wages of sin is death – just like the Americans. 

Can we beg for mercy with God? 

We can now but there was a time – a long time when 

we had no right to God’s mercy. 

 
Once you were not a people once you had not 

received mercy 
 

Our text in 1 Peter comes from Amos. 

It was a time when the people had left our God, 

betrayed our God, and defiled our God. 

They worshipped Baal, they despised God. 

It would makes sense that God would send another 

flood to wipe them of the face of the earth. 

He did that once as we know, 

That’s what he mean by: 

Once we were not a people, once we did not 
receive mercy,  
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But God, is a God of mercy, and as you know since 

the flood God promised mercy not destruction. 

It’s not an empty promise. 

The mercy we receive was given on that first Good 

Friday. 

He was pierced for our transgressions, 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

and by his wounds we are healed. 

 

Once we had not received mercy – but on that day 

we received mercy. 

Once we were not a people – not deserving – but on 

that day we became the people of God. 

Through Jesus God is merciful to you and me. 

Lord have mercy - Kyrie elision - is our prayer. 

Please read the rest of the Chapter. Peter tells us 

how to live as people of mercy. 

• Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every 
human authority: whether to the Prime 
Minister, or to governors.. 
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• Live as free people, but do not use your 
freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s 
slaves – belonging to God – brought and paid 
for by Jesus precious blood. 

• Show proper respect to everyone, love the 
family of believers… 

These are just few of the ways we can live as God’s 
people who have received his mercy. 

Paul says in Romans 12: Therefore, I urge you, 
brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your true and proper worship. 

       

Listen to this: 

"All the paths of the Lord are mercy." Psa. 25:10  

 "The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is good to all, 

and His mercy is over all that he has made."  

       Psa. 145:8-9 

These are the Psalms – written by the people once 

enemies of God but now through his mercy are his 

Holy people. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.%2025.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.%20145.8-9
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We love because he loves us first. 

Should we show mercy because he has shown us 

mercy? 

Who would you show mercy to? 

Someone who is sorry, on their back, begging? 

A robber, a sex offender, a terrorist, a murderer? 

Would you show mercy to someone like you? 

Once you were not [even] a people, but now 
you are the people of God; once you had not 
[even] received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 
Once you did not know Jesus your saviour – now you 

do. 

       

You know what there was a time when the people 

“wagged their heads” at Jesus weakness on the 

cross. 

It no different today. 

They laugh at him. His arms outstretched.  
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His underbelly exposed.  

Is he not like the dog, the magpie, the chook, the 

weak old horse? 

Does his face not beg for mercy? 

The good news tonight is that he does beg for mercy 

– he begs the Father for mercy – but he begs not for 

himself – he begs for you and me. 

The world laughs at Jesus outstretched arms and 

exposed belly – we give thanks for the power of 

salvation. 

Not long before Jesus gives his life for us he prays – 

John 17, it’s essentially Jesus last prayer asking God 

to have mercy on us. 

One of the key verses:  “Father, I want those you 

have given me to be with me where I am,…  

It’s a prayer of mercy – for you and me. 

As we go we are asked again. 

Who would you show mercy to? 

We know the command of love: Love one another as 

I have loved you. 
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Does this in your heart transfer to another command 

of love: show mercy because he has shown us 

mercy? 

Go tonight knowing you are people of God – you are 

people of mercy. 

Go tonight with a challenge that will bless the 

lowliest people on earth and also the mightiest. The 

challenge is to show mercy – it changes lives. We are 

in the business of changing lives. 

 Amen. 

Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, 

so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our 

time of need. Amen  


