
Sermon

Deuteronomy 26:1-11

‘God’s promises, protection and presence’



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (NIV)

1 When you have entered

the land the Lord your God is giving you

as an inheritance

and have taken possession of it and settled in it,

(Contemporary English Version)

1 The Lord is giving you the land,

and soon you will conquer it, settle down,

2  and plant crops.



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (NIV)

1 When you have entered

the land the Lord your God is giving you

as an inheritance

and have taken possession of it and settled in it,

2 take some of the firstfruits

of all that you produce from the soil of

the land the Lord your God is giving you

and put them in a basket.



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (NIV)

2 take some of the firstfruits

of all that you produce from the soil of

the land the Lord your God is giving you

and put them in a basket.

(Contemporary English Version)

And when you begin harvesting each of your crops, 

the very first things you pick

must be put in a basket.



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (NIV)

2 … Then go to the place the Lord your God

will choose as a dwelling for his Name

3 and say to the priest in office at the time,

“I declare today to the Lord your God

that I have come to the land

the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.”



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (NIV)

3 … say to the priest in office at the time,

“I declare today to the Lord your God

that I have come to the land

the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.”

(Contemporary English Version)

“Long ago the Lord our God promised our ancestors 

that he would give us this land. 

And today, I thank him for keeping his promise

and giving me a share of the land.”



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (NIV)

4 The priest shall take the basket from your hands

and set it down in front of the altar

of the Lord your God.



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (NIV)

Just imagine …

… if we all had to line up

and publicly place our offerings/our firstfruits

on/in front of the altar?



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (CEV)

5 Then, standing there in front of the place of worship, 

you must pray,

“My ancestor was homeless,

an Aramean who went to live in Egypt.

There were only a few in his family then,

but they became great and powerful,

a nation of many people.



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (CEV)

6 The Egyptians were cruel and had no pity on us.

They mistreated our people and forced us into slavery.

7 We called out for help to you,

the Lord God of our ancestors.

You heard our cries;

you knew we were in trouble and abused.



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (CEV)

8 Then you terrified the Egyptians

with your mighty miracles and rescued us from Egypt.

9 You brought us here

and gave us this land rich with milk and honey.

10 Now, Lord, I bring to you the best of the crops

that you have given me.



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (CEV)

After you say these things,

… bow down to worship him.

11 Then you and your family must celebrate

by eating a meal at the place of worship

to thank the Lord your God

for giving you such a good harvest.

And remember to invite the Levites

and the foreigners who live in your town.



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (NIV)

What’s your story?

What difference would it make

if you had to re-tell your story

of how God has saved you/provided for you

EVERY time you decided what to offer?



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (NIV)

What’s your story?

Have a think?

How has God fulfilled his promises to you?



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Philippians 4:4-9 (NIV)

4 Rejoice in the Lord always.

I will say it again: Rejoice!

5 Let your gentleness be evident to all.

The Lord is near.



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Philippians 4:4-9 (NIV)

6 Do not be anxious about anything,

but in every situation, by prayer and petition,

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

(New Living Translation)

6 Don’t worry about anything;

instead, pray about everything.

Tell God what you need,

and thank him for all he has done.



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Philippians 4:4-9 (NIV)

7 And the peace of God,

which transcends all understanding,

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

Philippians 4:4-9 (NIV)

7 And the peace of God,

which transcends all understanding,

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

9 Whatever you have learned

or received or heard from me,

or seen in me—

put it into practice.

And the God of peace will be with you.



‘God’s promises, protection and presence’

John 6:25-35 (NIV)

27 Do not work for food that spoils,

but for food that endures to eternal life,

which the Son of Man will give you.

…

35 Then Jesus declared,

“I am the bread of life.

Whoever comes to me will never go hungry,

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.
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