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‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

11 In Christ we were also chosen,

…

according to the plan of him

who works out everything

in conformity with the purpose of his will.

11 God always does what he plans,

and this is why he appointed Christ to choose us. (CEV)



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

12 in order that we,

who were the first to put our hope in Christ,

might be for the praise of his glory.

12 He did this so we Jews

would bring honor to him

and be the first ones

to have hope because of him. (CEV)



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

13 And you also were included in Christ

when you heard the message of truth,

the gospel of your salvation. 



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

13 … When you believed,

you were marked in him with a seal,

the promised Holy Spirit,

14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance

until the redemption of those

who are God’s possession.

14 The Spirit also makes us sure we will be given

what God has stored up for his people.

Then we will be set free. (CEV)



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

“In (Christ) we are to seek the eternal election
of the Father, who has determined

in His eternal divine counsel [Ephesians 1:11–12]
that He would save no one except those

who know His Son Christ and truly believe in Him.
Other thoughts are to be ‹entirely› banished. …

We know ‹assuredly› that out of pure grace,
without any merit of our own,

we have been elected in Christ to eternal life”
(FC Ep XI 13).



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, 

remembering you in my prayers.

17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the glorious Father,

may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation,

so that you may know him better.



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

18 I pray that

the eyes of your heart may be enlightened

Colossians 1:12-13

12  (Give) joyful thanks to the Father,

who has qualified you to share in the inheritance

of his holy people in the kingdom of light.

13 For he has rescued us

from the dominion of darkness

and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

18 I pray that

the eyes of your heart may be enlightened

1 John 1:5-7

5 … God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.

6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk 

in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth.

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light,

we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

18 I pray that

the eyes of your heart may be enlightened

Justin Martyr: “This washing [Baptism]
is called illumination,

because those who learn these things
are illuminated in their understandings”

(ANF 1:183).



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

18 I pray that

the eyes of your heart may be enlightened

in order that you may know

the hope to which he has called you,

the riches of his glorious inheritance

in his holy people …



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

18 I pray that

the eyes of your heart may be enlightened

in order that you may know

19 … his incomparably great power

for us who believe.

“toward us”, “in us”, “to us”



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

That power is the same as the mighty strength

20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead

and seated him at his right hand

in the heavenly realms.

Ephesians 2:5-6

5 It is by grace you have been saved.

6 And God raised us up with Christ

and seated us with him in the heavenly realms.



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

That power is the same as the mighty strength

20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead

and seated him at his right hand

in the heavenly realms.

2 Corinthians 13:4

4 For to be sure, he was crucified in weakness,

yet he lives by God’s power.

Likewise, we are weak in him,

yet by God’s power we will live with him.



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

That power is the same as the mighty strength

20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead

and seated him at his right hand

in the heavenly realms.

Colossians 2:12

12 (You have) been buried with him in baptism,

in which you were also raised with him

through your faith in the working of God,

who raised him from the dead.



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Luke 6:20-31 (NIV)

20 Looking at his disciples, (Jesus) said:

“Blessed are you

μακάριος makarios
- Blessed

- In favour with God

- Receiving God’s favour

- Fortunate

- Happy



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Luke 6:20-31 (NIV)

20 Looking at his disciples, (Jesus) said:

“Blessed are you

who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

21 … who hunger now, for you will be satisfied.

… who weep now, for you will laugh.

22 … when people hate you, … exclude you,

… insult you … reject your name as evil,

because of the Son of Man.

23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy,

because great is your reward in heaven.”



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Luke 6:20-31 (NIV)

Luther: “Troubles are not always punishments

for certain past deeds,

but they are God’s works,

intended for our benefit,

and that God’s power

might be made more apparent in our weakness”

(Ap XIIB 63).



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Luke 6:20-31 (NIV)

John Hus: “When [a disciple]

has patiently continued to endure[,]

it helps to purify him as tools [purify] iron,

and fire gold,

and it helps to increase his reward of beatitude”

(The Church, p 270).



‘Enlightened Hearts, Living Hope’

Ephesians 1:11-23 (NIV)

18 I pray that

the eyes of your heart may be enlightened

in order that you may know

the hope to which he has called you,

the riches of his glorious inheritance

in his holy people,

19 and his incomparably great power

for us who believe.
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