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‘Growing in Christ’s Generous Love’

Luke 19:11-27 (NIV)

11 While they were listening to this,

(Jesus) went on to tell them a parable,

because he was near Jerusalem

and the people thought that the kingdom of God

was going to appear at once.



‘Growing in Christ’s Generous Love’

Luke 19:11-27 (NIV)

12 He said: “A man of noble birth

went to a distant country

to have himself appointed king and then to return.

13 So he called ten of his servants

and gave them ten minas.

‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’



‘Growing in Christ’s Generous Love’

Luke 19:11-27 (NIV)

14 But his subjects hated him

and sent a delegation after him to say,

‘We don’t want this man to be our king.’

15 He was made king, however, and returned home.

Herod the Great:

- Religious conflict … later dies

Herod Archelaus:

- Kills 3000 Jews; goes to Rome for confirmation

- Deposition of 50 Jews plead against Archelaus



‘Growing in Christ’s Generous Love’

Luke 19:11-27 (NIV)

14 But his subjects hated him

and sent a delegation after him to say,

‘We don’t want this man to be our king.’

15 He was made king, however, and returned home. 

Then he sent for the servants

to whom he had given the money,

in order to find out what they had gained with it.
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Luke 19:11-27 (NIV)

16 The first one came and said,

‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’



‘Growing in Christ’s Generous Love’

Luke 19:11-27 (NIV)

Luther: “[Jesus] wants

nothing to be offered but the gift which was received;

nothing is to be taught except the word of God;

nothing is to be done except what God works in us. …

We are stewards not of our own riches,

but of the manifold grace of God.”
(AE 44:379)
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16 The first one came and said,

‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’

17 ‘Well done, my good servant!’

his master replied.

‘Because you have been trustworthy

in a very small matter,

take charge of ten cities.’
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18 The second came and said,

‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’

19 His master answered,

‘You take charge of five cities.’
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20 Then another servant came and said,

‘Sir, here is your mina;

I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth.

21 I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man.

You take out what you did not put in

and reap what you did not sow.’
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22 His master replied,

‘I will judge you by your own words,

you wicked servant!

You knew, did you, that I am a hard man,

taking out what I did not put in,

and reaping what I did not sow?

23 Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit,

so that when I came back,

I could have collected it with interest?’
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24 Then he said to those standing by,

‘Take his mina away from him

and give it to the one who has ten minas.’

25 ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’

26 He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has,

more will be given,

but as for the one who has nothing,

even what they have will be taken away.
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27 But those enemies of mine

who did not want me to be king over them—

bring them here and kill them in front of me.’”
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Growing What We’ve Been Given

• The parable of the minas isn’t about fear but 

faithfulness while waiting for the King.
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Colossians 1:11-20 (NIV)

11 May you be strengthened with all power

according to his glorious might

so that you may have great endurance and patience.



‘Growing in Christ’s Generous Love’
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Growing What We’ve Been Given

• The servants who grew what they were given knew 

the king’s character (the one who did nothing 

wrongly believed the king was harsh).
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Jeremiah 23:1-6 (NIV)

2 … the Lord, the God of Israel, says …

3 “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock …

and will bring them back to their pasture,

where they will be fruitful and increase in number.

4 I will place shepherds over them who will tend them,

and they will no longer be afraid or terrified,

nor will any be missing.” 
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Growing What We’ve Been Given

• Generosity is an act of trust — trusting the King

who is always gracious and good.
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15 The Son is the image of the invisible God …

16 For in him all things were created …

17 … and in him all things hold together.

18 And he is the head of the body, the church.
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Growing What We’ve Been Given

• Big Offering Sunday isn’t about guilt or compulsion;

it’s about participating in the Kingdom with joy.
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12 … joyfully give thanks to the Father,

who has qualified you to share in the inheritance

of his holy people in the kingdom of light.

13 For he has rescued us

from the dominion of darkness.
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How We Grow in Christ’s Generous Love

a) We grow by receiving
• Like a plant receiving sun and rain.

• We cannot grow generosity until we know and appreciate 

God’s love and generosity.

b) We grow by trusting
• Trust is the heart of generosity — the Shepherd-King.

c) We grow by practicing
• Small, steady acts of kindness, giving, serving.

d) We grow in community
• Encouraging one another to live out the gospel.
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Colossians 1:3-14 (NIV)

9 (I) continually ask God

to fill you with the knowledge of his will

through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives,

10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord

and please him in every way:

bearing fruit in every good work,

growing in the knowledge of God,

11 being strengthened with all power

according to his glorious might

so that you may have great endurance and patience,

12 and (give) joyful thanks to the Father. (Amen).
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