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Pax Romana (Roman Peace):

- Imperialism, prosperity, expansion

- Peace that pacifies (by force)

- Rooted in compliance, civility, and control
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1 In those days John the Baptist came,

preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying,

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”



‘Prophetic Peace’

Matthew 3:1-12 (NIV)

Luther: “With one bolt of lightning,
he hurls together both … .

He says: ‘Repent!’ [Matthew 3:2].
Now one group imagines,
‘Why, we have repented!’

The other says,
‘We need no repentance’”

(SA III III 30–31).
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1 In those days John the Baptist came,

preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying,

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

3 This is he who was spoken of

through the prophet Isaiah:

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,

‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

make straight paths for him.’”



‘Prophetic Peace’

Malachi 3:1-6 (NIV)

1 “I will send my messenger,

who will prepare the way before me.

Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking

will come to his temple;

the messenger of the covenant,

whom you desire, will come,”

says the Lord Almighty.
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5 People went out to him from Jerusalem

and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan.

6 Confessing their sins,

they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.
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7 But when he saw

many of the Pharisees and Sadducees

coming to where he was baptizing,

he said to them:

“You brood of vipers!

Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?
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8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.

A changed heart

(wanting to follow God)

A changed attitude

(humility, gratitude)

A changed way of living

(generosity, forgiveness, fairness)
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8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.

9 And do not think you can say to yourselves,

‘We have Abraham as our father.’

I tell you that out of these stones

God can raise up children for Abraham.
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Luther: “Confession, too,
cannot be false, uncertain, or fragmentary.

A person who confesses that everything in him
is nothing but sin includes all sins,

excludes none, forgets none.
Neither can the satisfaction be uncertain,

because it is not our uncertain, sinful work.
Rather, it is the suffering and blood

of the innocent Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world” (SA III III37–38).
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10 The ax is already at the root of the trees,

and every tree that does not produce good fruit

will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
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11 I baptize you with water for repentance.

But after me comes one who is more powerful than I,

whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

12 His winnowing fork is in his hand,

and he will clear his threshing floor,

gathering his wheat into the barn

and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
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Malachi 3:1-6 (NIV)

2 But who can endure the day of his coming?

Who can stand when he appears?

For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap.

3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver;

he will purify the Levites

and refine them like gold and silver.
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Luther: “Christ is not merely the Purifier
but also the purifying Agent.
He is not only the Blacksmith

but also the Fire;
not only the Cleaner
but also the Soap”

(AE 18:410).
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Then the Lord will have men

who will bring offerings in righteousness,

4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem

will be acceptable to the Lord,

as in days gone by,

as in former years.
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Pax Romana (Roman Peace):

- Imperialism, prosperity, expansion

- Peace that pacifies (by force)

- Rooted in compliance, civility, and control

Prophetic Peace (God’s Peace):

- Peace that liberates and empowers

- Rooted in justice, repentance, repair
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