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‘Unexpected Joy’

Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 (NIV)

1 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,

because the Lord has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,

to proclaim freedom for the captives

and release from darkness for the prisoners,



‘Unexpected Joy’

Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 (NIV)

2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor

and the day of vengeance of our God,

to comfort all who mourn,

3     and provide for those who grieve in Zion—

to bestow on them

a crown of beauty instead of ashes,

the oil of joy instead of mourning,

and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.



‘Unexpected Joy’

Luke 4:14-30 (NIV)

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,

because he has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me

to proclaim freedom for the prisoners

and recovery of sight for the blind,

to set the oppressed free,

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”



‘Unexpected Joy’

Luke 4:14-30 (NIV)

20 Then he rolled up the scroll,

gave it back to the attendant and sat down.

The eyes of everyone in the synagogue

were fastened on him.

21 He began by saying to them,

“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”



‘Unexpected Joy’

Luke 1:39–55 (NIV)

39 At that time Mary got ready

and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea,



‘Unexpected Joy’

Luke 1:1-4 (NIV)

“Introduction”
3 … I myself have carefully investigated

everything from the beginning,

I too decided to write an orderly account for you,

… 

4 so that you may know

the certainty of the things you have been taught.



‘Unexpected Joy’

Luke 1:5-25 (NIV)

“The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold”
18 Zechariah asked the angel,

“How can I be sure of this?

I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.”

19 The angel said to him,

“I am Gabriel. …

you will be silent and not able to speak

until the day this happens,

because you did not believe my words,

which will come true at their appointed time.”



‘Unexpected Joy’

Luke 1:26-38 (NIV)

“The Birth of Jesus Foretold”
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel,

“since I am a virgin?”

35 The angel answered,

“The Holy Spirit will come on you,

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.

So the holy one to be born

will be called the Son of God.

36 Even Elizabeth … is going to have a child

… For no word from God will ever fail.”



‘Unexpected Joy’

Luke 1:26-38 (NIV)

“The Birth of Jesus Foretold”
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.

“May your word to me be fulfilled.”



‘Unexpected Joy’

Luke 1:39–55 (NIV)

39 At that time Mary got ready

and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea,

40 where she entered Zechariah’s home

and greeted Elizabeth.



‘Unexpected Joy’

Luke 1:39–55 (NIV)

41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,

the baby leaped in her womb,

and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.

42 In a loud voice she exclaimed:

“Blessed are you among women,

and blessed is the child you will bear! …



‘Unexpected Joy’

Luke 1:39–55 (NIV)

43 But why am I so favored,

that the mother of my Lord should come to me?

44 As soon as the sound of your greeting

reached my ears,

the baby in my womb leaped for joy.

45 Blessed is she who has believed

that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 



‘Unexpected Joy’

Luke 1:39–55 (NIV)

46 And Mary said:

“My soul glorifies the Lord

47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

48 for he has been mindful

of the humble state of his servant.

From now on all generations will call me blessed,



‘Unexpected Joy’

Luke 1:39–55 (NIV)

51 (the Mighty One) has performed mighty deeds …

he has scattered those who are proud …

52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones

but has lifted up the humble.

53 He has filled the hungry with good things

but has sent the rich away empty.

54 He has helped his servant Israel,

remembering to be merciful

55 to Abraham and his descendants forever,

just as he promised our ancestors.”



‘Unexpected Joy’

Luke 1:39–55 (NIV)

God’s Unexpected Joy:

… is not:

- Everything being fixed.

- Our denial, avoidance, naivety, optimism.

… is:

- Genuine joy in the midst of circumstances.

- God’s presence and faithfulness. 



‘Unexpected Joy’

Luke 1:39–55 (NIV)

God’s Unexpected Joy:

- Doesn’t depend on circumstances.

- Comes to/Works through ordinary, everyday people

- Often works in the secret places

- Takes time

- Can be disruptive

- Grows in community
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