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‘The Journey Of Withness’

Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 (NIV)

Jesus calls Matthew
“Matthew got up ”

Jesus eats with tax collectors and sinners
“I desire mercy, not sacrifice”

Jesus heals a woman of a 12-year illness
“your faith has healed you”

Jesus raises the daughter of Jairus
“took the girl by the hand, and she got up”
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Welcome to the Journey of Withness:



‘The Journey Of Withness’

Welcome to the Journey of Withness:

The abiding and indwelling presence of God
with us and in us,

and we together in Him,
walking in step with Jesus,

sharing His life, His love, His truth, and His way
with one another and with the world.



‘The Journey Of Withness’

Welcome to the Journey of Withness:

Withness is not a theory to study,
but a companionship to enter.

This is not a course to be completed,
but an invitation into the presence of Jesus.

It is the presence of Jesus,
communion with our Heavenly Father,

and the companionship of the Holy Spirit.
It is our shared walk with God in His mission. 



‘The Journey Of Withness’

The Wonder of Withness:

I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.
(Joshua 1:5 NIV)

Abide in me, and I in you.
(John 15:4 ESV)

Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.
(Matthew 28:20 NIV)



‘The Journey Of Withness’

The Wonder of Withness:

God is with us.

This is Withness at the core of life.
These and other truths

awaken deep gratitude in our hearts.
From gratitude flows witness,

not from our own strength,
but through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.



‘The Journey Of Withness’

The Wonder of Withness:

Withness is not earned. It is received.

Withness is living in the light of the Lord’s presence.
Yet at times, without realising it,

we keep walking while His presence is behind us.
We drift into our own shadow, losing deep awareness, 

and find ourselves stepping into darkness –
away from the source

of strength, joy, and significance.
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The Wonder of Withness:

But when we turn,
we see Him again.

We refocus into the light.
We behold His love.
We receive His life.
This is Withness –

walking in His presence,
facing His light,

and living each step in communion with Him.



‘The Journey Of Withness’

Genesis 12:1-9 (NIV)

1 The Lord had said to Abram,

“Go from your country,

your people and your father’s household

to the land I will show you.”

7 The Lord appeared to Abram and said,

“To your offspring I will give this land.”

So he built an altar there to the Lord,

who had appeared to him.



‘The Journey Of Withness’

Genesis 12:1-9 (NIV)

TLSB: No one can see God and live (Exodus 33:20),
and “no one has ever seen God” (1 John 4:12).

Novatian: “It was not the Father who was seen…
but the Son … .

For He is the image of the invisible God”
(ANF 5:628; cf Col 1:15)



‘The Journey Of Withness’

A Story Woven by One Heart:

From the first breath of Genesis
to the final Amen of Revelation,

there is one golden thread
that ties every story, every promise,

every prophecy, every page.

It is the thread of Presence.

It is the thread of Withness.



‘The Journey Of Withness’

A Story Woven by One Heart:

God’s desire from the very beginning …
is that we would walk with Him. 



‘The Journey Of Withness’

Withness in the Beginning:

Then the man and his wife

heard the sound of the Lord God

as he was walking in the garden

in the cool of the day.
(Genesis 3:8 NIV)



‘The Journey Of Withness’

Withness in the Beginning:

Adam and Eve … started by walking with God.
Side by side.

Heart to heart.
The Garden was not just a place of provision.

It was a place of Presence. 
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Withness in the Beginning:

When sin entered, it was more than disobedience;
it was distance.  

The serpent’s greatest lie … .
… shame followed.

And shame made them hide
from the One who still came looking for them.

The tragedy of the Fall is …
that separation fractured Withness.



‘The Journey Of Withness’

Withness in the Beginning:

God’s presence does not abandon them.

The whole story of Scripture (is)

The story of God’s relentless pursuit
to restore what was lost in that garden.

It is the story of Withness. 



‘The Journey Of Withness’

The Thread in the Wilderness:

Even after Eden was lost,
Withness was not.

God never abandoned His longing
to walk with His people.

He did not withdraw into the heavens.
He entered into the wilderness.



‘The Journey Of Withness’

Genesis 12:1-9 (NIV)

1 The Lord had said to Abram,

“Go from your country,

your people and your father’s household

to the land I will show you.”



‘The Journey Of Withness’

Genesis 12:1-9 (NIV)

2 “I will make you into a great nation,

and I will bless you;

I will make your name great,

and you will be a blessing.

3 I will bless those who bless you,

and whoever curses you I will curse;

and all peoples on earth

will be blessed through you.”
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The Thread in the Wilderness:

God called to him from within the bush,

“Moses! Moses!”
(Exodus 3:4 NIV)



‘The Journey Of Withness’

The Thread in the Wilderness:

I will take you as my own people,

and I will be your God.
(Exodus 6:7 NIV)



‘The Journey Of Withness’

The Thread in the Wilderness:

Because of your great compassion

you did not abandon them in the wilderness.

By day the pillar of cloud

did not fail to guide them on their path,

nor the pillar of fire by night

to shine on the way they were to take.
(Nehemiah 9:19 NIV)

(Also Exodus 13, 14, 33; Numbers 12, 14; Deuteronomy 31)
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Withness Among the People … :

As I was with Moses, so I will be with you;

I will never leave you nor forsake you.
(Joshua 1:5 NIV)



‘The Journey Of Withness’

Withness Among the People … :

Withness did not fade when the wilderness ended.
God moved with the people into the land.

The promise was never just about power or victory.
It was about the presence of God,

who would not leave or forsake His people.
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Withness Among the People … :

David sang of the Shepherd who leads. 
Of goodness and mercy that follow. 

Of dwelling in the house of the Lord forever …
and pleas for presence not to be taken away.

In the ashes of suffering, Job’s hope rose:
“My Redeemer lives.” 
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Withness Among the People … :

The tabernacle of the wilderness
became the temple in Jerusalem.
Its glory was not in stone or gold,

but in the cloud of God’s presence filling it.

The people were called
to be a people of Withness.
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Withness Among the People … :

When the people drifted,
the Lord sent His prophets to call them back.

In the days of Haggai … the Lord was with them.
Elijah found Him  … in the gentle whisper.

Isaiah saw the Lord high and lifted up.
Jeremiah wept with the grief of God,

yet spoke of a day
when His law would be written on hearts.
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Withness Among the People … :

Through it all, the thread of Withness held firm …

Always pointing forward to the One
who would not only speak God’s word,

but embody it in flesh and blood.
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Withness Among the People … :

Reflecting on God’s ‘Journey of Withness’

throughout the ages should bring us great comfort,

but does it?

We know this One,

but do we always recognize his Withness?
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Withness Among the People … :

God Moments:

Reflect on God’s Withness throughout your story.

Would you like to share?
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Withness Among the People … :

Opinion:

Quotes on the screen

or read from the book?
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