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“The Withness Story’

Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7 (NIv)

1 The Lord appeared to Abraham
near the great trees of Mamre
while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent
in the heat of the day.
2 ... he hurried ... and bowed low to the ground.
4 Let a little water be brought ... somethingto eat ...

13 Then the Lord said to Abraham,
“... I will return to you at the appointed time next year,
and Sarah will have a son.”
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“The Withness Story’

THE THREADS OF GOD’'S PRESENCE
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“The Withness Story’
Withness Among the People ... :

Through it all, the thread of Withness held firm ...

Always pointing forward to the One
who would not only speak God's word,
but emboal it in flesh and blood.
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“The Withness Story’

The Thread of Withness in the Flesh:

The longing for Withness
was not forgotten in the wilderness.

It beat stronger through every generation.
The hope that God would not only visit,
but would dwell again with His people.
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“The Withness Story’ WITHNESS

The Thread of Withness in the Flesh: part 2
And so, in the fullness of time, N~
God did not simply send a messenger: ki = @
He came Himself .

God walked among His people.
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“The Withness Story’

The Thread of Withness in the Flesh:

He moved into the neighbourhood.

Into our dust,
our hunger,
our hopes,

our betrayals,

our broken songs.
Jesus didn’t shout from heaven.
He stepped into our dirt.
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John 1:1-18 (NIv)

14 The Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory,
the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
18 No one has ever seen God,
but the one and only Son,
who is himself God ...
has made him known.



“The Withness Story’
The Thread of Withness in the Flesh:

He touched lepers.
He ate with tax collectors and sinners.
He allowed the woman with the haemorrhage
to touch the hem of His garment.

Jesus Is Withness made visible.
He is Emmanuel - God with us.
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“The Withness Story’ WITHNESS

Matthew 9:35-10:8, 18-20 (Niv) Part 2

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages,
teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom
and healing every disease and sickness.

36 When he saw the crowds,

he had compassion on them, T
because they were harassed and helpless, Withness

. : story wWoven
like sheep without a shepherd. by one heart




“The Withness Story’

Matthew 9:35-10:8, 18-20 (Niv)

37 Then he said to his disciples,
“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.

38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore,
to send out workers into his harvest field.”
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“The Withness Story’

The Thread of Withness in the Flesh:

He called a band of companions
to walk with Him. ... .
... He taughtthemtopray ... .

And when Jesus sent them out,
He sent them two by two
— because even in mission,
Withness is the way.
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“The Withness Story’ WITHNESS

Matthew 9:35-10:8, 18-20 (Niv) part 2

1 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him
and gave them authority to drive outimpure spirits | ==~
and to heal every disease and sickness. = @
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“The Withness Story’

Matthew 9:35-10:8, 18-20 (Niv)

5 These twelve Jesus sent out
with the following instructions:
“Do not go among the Gentiles

or enter any town of the Samaritans.
6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.
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“The Withness Story’ WITHNESS

Matthew 9:35-10:8, 18-20 (Niv) Part 2

5 These twelve Jesus sent out
with the following instructions:
“Do not go among the Gentiles
or enter any town of the Samaritans.
6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.
7 As you go, proclaim this message: he

‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.” oLt
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“The Withness Story’
The Thread of Withness in the Flesh:

Jesus revealed that the Kingdom of God
IS not primarily about what we do for God.
/t's about how we live with God,
and how we walk with one another in His name.
Every parable,
every miracle,
every moment of His earthly life

was a whisper of the Garden’s original dream.
“Walk with me.”
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“The Withness Story’

The Thread of Withness in the Flesh:

But Jesus’ Withness did not end
at the edge of Galilee’s lakeshore.
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Colossians 1:15-23 (NIv)

19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness
dwell in him,
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether things on earth or things in heaven,
by making peace through his blood,
shed on the cross.



“The Withness Story’

The Cross Is the Core of Withness:

The Cross is not the interruption of Withness.
It is its greatest revelation.

Jesus did not come merely
to walk among us for a season.
He came to restore the eternal union
that sin had shattered.
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“The Withness Story’ WITHNESS

The Cross Is the Core of Withness: Part2

Love compelled Him to stretch out His arms
wide enough to embrace the world.

At the Cross,
every barrier between God and people T
was torn down. leth Ness
The shame that made us hide in Eden was Iifted. s orymovst
y.One heart

The fear that made us flee from Presence
was disarmed.




“The Withness Story’ WITHNESS
The Cross Is the Core of Withness: Part 2
The vellin the temple
was torn from top to bottom,
not from earth to heaven,
but from heaven to earth,
God'’s heart rushing open to meet ours again. o Lhe
ILARESS
The Cross is not merely where forgiveness happens. s ;Ogﬁ;vs ZZ:t
It is where union is reborn.
Withness is written in blood at Calvary.



“The Withness Story’

Romans 5:1-8 (NIv)

1 Therefore,
since we have been justified through faith,
we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
6 You see, at just the right time,
when we were still powerless,
Christ died for the ungodly.

8 ... God demonstrates his own love for us in this:

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
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“The Withness Story’

Withness Resurrection:

The cross Is the place where Withness

enters the depth of human pain, sin and death.

But the cross was never the end.
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“The Withness Story’ WITHNESS

Withness Resurrection: Part 2

On the third day the silence of the tomb was broken.
The risen Lord stepped into the garden.

Onto the road.
Into the room.
Into the lives of His friends. | The
He breathed peace. :V'th NESS
He showed His scars —not as signs of defeat s orymovst
y.One heart

but as signs of indestructible love.




“The Withness Story’

Withness Resurrection:

For forty days He walked and spoke with His disciples.
He taught them about the kingdom of God.
He promised the gift of the Spirit.
Then He ascended - not to leave
but to fill all things with His presence.
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“The Withness Story’ WITHNESS

The Thread at Pentecost - Withness in Us: i

At Pentecoslt,
the river of Withness overflowed its banks.

The fire that once fell on Mount Sina/

now came to rest on the heads of ordinary people. T
The very Spirit who hovered over the deep at creation. lN't JIIESS
Now filled them. st AL
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“The Withness Story’

The Thread at Pentecost - Withness in Us:

No longer fust God with us.
But now God in us.

Pentecost is the restoration of Eden’s intimacy -
... hot in a garden,
but in the heart of people made new.
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“The Withness Story’ WITHNESS

The Thread at Pentecost - Withness in Us: part 2

The same God who walked with Adam and Eve B
.. how takes up residence in His people. ;‘ = @
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This is Withness poured out on all flesh.
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“The Withness Story’

Matthew 9:35-10:8, 18-20 (Niv)

18 On my account
you will be brought before governors and kings
as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles.
19 But when they arrest you,
do not worry about what to say or how to say it.
At that time you will be given what to say,
20 for it will not be you speaking,

but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
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“The Withness Story’

The Early Church - Withness on the Move:

After Pentecost,
the Church was born — not as an institution,
but as a people of Presence.

They didn’t just believe in Jesus.
They abided in Jesus.
And he abided in them.
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Acts 2:-42-47 (NIv)

42 They devoted themselves
to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

46 ... They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
47 praising God
and enjoying the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number daily
those who were being saved.



“The Withness Story’

The Early Church - Withness on the Move:

Witness always flowed from Withness.

These early disciples didn’t carry titles.
They carried presence.

They weren’t known for their marketing.
They were known for their love.
And that lJove was not from them.

/t was from Him.
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“The Withness Story’
The Early Church - Withness on the Move:

The Church didn’t expand by might or manipulation.

It expanded through Withness —
the presence of Jesus
carried by the people of Jesus,
in the power of the Holy Spirit,
for the glory of the Father:
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Acts 2:-42-47 (NIv)

42 They devoted themselves
to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

46 ... They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
47 praising God
and enjoying the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number daily
those who were being saved.



“The Withness Story’ WITHNESS

The Thread into Eternity - Withness Forever: Part 2

The story that began in a garden
willl end in a garden city of light.
And even then, it will not end.

Because the thread of Withness T
has always been eternal. Withness
Story woven
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Revelation 21:1-8 (NIv)

“Look!
God’s dwelling place is now among the people,
and he will dwell with them.
They will be his people,
and God himself will be with them
and be their God.”




“The Withness Story’

The Thread into Eternity - Withness Forever:

We will not look through a glass darkly.
We will see Him as He is.
And we willl know — finally, fully — what it is to be
completely known,
completely loved,
completely home.
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“The Withness Story’ WITHNESS

The Thread into Eternity - Withness Forever: part 2
God with us. And we with Him. N~
are/
Withness is our inheritance. 4
It s our fourney.
Our story. Ihe
Our destiny:. WITtRhNESS
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“The Withness Story’ m I; J J

The Thread into Eternity - Withness Forever:

of o
INEYS

God Moments:
Reflect on God’s Withness throughout your story.
Would you like to share?
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Matthew 9:35-10:8, 18-20
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