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‘The Leadership of Withness’

The Thread into Eternity - Withness Forever:

God with us. And we with Him.

Withness is our inheritance.
It is our journey.

Our story.
Our destiny.

It is revealed and received in Jesus.



‘The Leadership of Withness’

The Church Hungers for Withness:

“Blessed are those

who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

for they will be filled.” 

- Matthew 5:6

Today, across the world,
that hunger is rising again.



‘The Leadership of Withness’

The Church Hungers for Withness:

Communities aching for more than noise –
they’re yearning for Presence.

What we are longing for is not efficiency.
It’s Withness.

And the answer is not to abandon mission.
It is to return to the heart of mission –

to live, move, and speak from Presence. 



‘The Leadership of Withness’

The Church Hungers for Withness:

Where Withness grows, witness flows.

Where prayer deepens, power rises.

Where community forms in love,
the world sees something holy.
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The Church Hungers for Withness:

The early Church didn’t grow
because of clever marketing.

It grew because people encountered love.
Not just heard about Jesus,

but saw Him in the way His people lived.
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The Church Hungers for Withness:

They broke bread with joy.
They shared what they had.

They carried each other’s burdens.
They prayed as if heaven was open

– because it was.

They worshipped with scars and songs alike.
Withness was not a slogan.

It was the substance of their life together. 
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The Church Hungers for Withness:

Withness is the fire
the Church cannot afford to lose.

It is not nostalgic. It is now.
It is needed.

It is near. It is here.



‘The Leadership of Withness’

Who is with us?:

God is with us – the heart of Withness:

God is merciful and we walk free from condemnation.
God is gracious and we dwell in His favour.

God is glorious and we reflect His light.
God is just and we live as people of truth.

God is one and we are one in Him.



‘The Leadership of Withness’

Matthew 10:24-39 (NIV)

26 “So do not be afraid …

for there is nothing concealed

that will not be disclosed,

or hidden that will not be made known.
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Matthew 10:24-39 (NIV)

27 What I tell you in the dark,

speak in the daylight;

what is whispered in your ear,

proclaim from the roofs.



‘The Leadership of Withness’

Matthew 10:24-39 (NIV)

28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body

but cannot kill the soul.

Rather, be afraid of the One

who can destroy both soul and body in hell.



‘The Leadership of Withness’

Matthew 10:24-39 (NIV)

30 And even the very hairs of your head

are all numbered.

31 So don’t be afraid;

you are worth more than many sparrows.
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Matthew 10:24-39 (NIV)

32 Whoever acknowledges me before others,

I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven.

33 But whoever disowns me before others,

I will disown before my Father in heaven.”
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Who are we with Him?:

We are sons and daughters of God,
chosen and dearly loved.

We are His, held in His hands,
and we hold others in grace.

We are carriers of His presence,
sent into the world.

We are blessed to be a blessing,
healed to bring healing,
found to seek the lost.
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What does He invite us into?:

To listen for His voice and follow without fear.
To kneel in wonder and worship

and rise in His strength.
To rest in His love and walk in His joy.

To carry His good news into dark places
and shine with His light.

To comfort the broken and stand firm in His truth.
To serve with His heart

and live as a witness to His glory.
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Matthew 10:24-39 (NIV)

34 “Do not suppose that I have come

to bring peace to the earth.

I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.
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Luke 2:22-40 (NIV)

34 Then Simeon blessed them

and said to Mary, his mother:

“This child is destined

to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel,

and to be a sign …

And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
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Hebrews 4:1-13 (NIV)

12 For the word of God is alive and active.

Sharper than any double-edged sword,

it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit,

joints and marrow;

it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
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Matthew 10:24-39 (NIV)

35 For I have come to turn

“‘a man against his father,

a daughter against her mother,

a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—

36 a man’s enemies

will be the members of his own household.’
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Matthew 10:24-39 (NIV)

38 Whoever does not take up their cross

and follow me is not worthy of me.

39 Whoever finds their life will lose it,

and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.
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The Leadership of Withness:

This kind of leadership is not a ladder to climb.
It is a towel to carry.

Jesus did not ascend to a throne
before He descended to His knees.

He took the basin.
He washed feet.
He broke bread.

And He said, “Do as I have done for you.” 
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The Leadership of Withness:

Withness leadership flows from a different centre:

From the heart of God,
from the love of the Father,

from the life of the Son,
from the wind of the Spirit. 
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The Leadership of Withness:

Withness leadership flows from a different centre:

It listens before it speaks.
It lowers itself to lift others up.

It walks alongside
rather than directing from a distance.

It carries rather than competes.
It delights to serve rather than dominate.
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The Leadership of Withness:

“Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.”

- Ephesians 5:21 

This is not weakness.
It is Withness.
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The Leadership of Withness:

This is how Jesus led: 
He walked ahead to call and model the way.

He walked beside the broken,
the doubting, and the hungry.

He walked behind the two on the Emmaus Road,
listening first, revealing gently.

And He walked away so the Spirit could come,
and the Church could rise.
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The Leadership of Withness:

This is the mystery and power of Withness … :
It multiplies Presence, not performance.

It releases the love of the Father,
reveals the life of the Son,

and responds to the whisper of the Spirit.
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Romans 6:1-11 (NIV)

3 … all of us … were baptized into (Christ’s) death?

4 We were therefore buried with him …

5 … we have been united with him in a death like his,

we will … be united with him in a resurrection like his.

8 … we died with Christ,

… we will also live with him.
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Our Withness Story Continues:

Leadership in the way of Withness
is never about carrying everything ourselves.

It is about remembering who carries us.

Trust His presence.
Pray.

Do not be anxious. He knows what He is doing.
(Our) role is simply to listen and obey.
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Our Withness Story Continues:

What pressures or responsibilities
feel heavy for you right now?

How might the Lord’s whisper,
“Fear not, I am with you,”

reshape the way you carry them?
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Our Withness Story Continues:

God Moments:

Reflect on God’s Withness throughout your story.

Would you like to share?



Sermon

Matthew 10:24-39

‘The Leadership of Withness’


