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‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Ezekiel 17 (NIV)

Israel Exalted at Last
22 This is what the Sovereign Lord says:

I myself will take a shoot

from the very top of a cedar and plant it. …

23 On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it;

it will produce branches and bear fruit

and become a splendid cedar.

Birds of every kind will nest in it;

they will find shelter in the shade of its branches.



‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 (NIV)

33 He told them still another parable:

“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast

that a woman took

and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour

until it worked all through the dough.”



‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Exodus 12:1-30 (NIV)

The Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread
15 For seven days you are to eat bread

made without yeast.

On the first day remove the yeast from your houses,

for whoever eats anything with yeast in it

from the first day through the seventh

must be cut off from Israel.



‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Matthew 13:36-43 (NIV)

36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house.

His disciples came to him and said,

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”



‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 (NIV)

44 “The kingdom of heaven

is like treasure hidden in a field.

When a man found it, he hid it again,

and then in his joy went and sold all he had

and bought that field.”



‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Deuteronomy 7 (NIV)

Driving Out the Nations 
6 For you are a people holy to the Lord your God.

The Lord your God has chosen you

out of all the peoples on the face of the earth

to be his people,

his treasured possession.



‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 (NIV)

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven

is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.

46 When he found one of great value,

he went away and sold everything he had

and bought it.”



‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Job 28 (NRSVUE)

Interlude: Where Wisdom Is Found 
18 No mention shall be made of coral or of crystal;

the price of wisdom is above pearls.



‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 (NIV)

Common themes:

Hiddenness

Growth/Treasure beyond measure

Effort/Sacrifice



‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 (NIV)

47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven

is like a net that was let down into the lake

and caught all kinds of fish.

48 When it was full,

the fishermen pulled it up on the shore.

Then they sat down

and collected the good fish in baskets,

but threw the bad away.



‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Habakkuk 1:12-17 (NIV)

Habakkuk’s Second Complaint
14 You have made people like the fish in the sea …

15 The wicked foe pulls all of them up with hooks …

he gathers them up in his dragnet.



‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 (NIV)

49 This is how it will be at the end of the age.

The angels will come

and separate the wicked from the righteous

50 and throw them into the blazing furnace,

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.



‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 (NIV)

51 “Have you understood all these things?”

Jesus asked.

“Yes,” they replied.

52 He said to them,

“Therefore every teacher of the law

who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven

is like the owner of a house

who brings out of his storeroom

new treasures as well as old.”
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‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Romans 8:26-39 (NIV)

31 What, then, shall we say

in response to these things?

If God is for us, who can be against us?

32 He who did not spare his own Son,

but gave him up for us all—how will he not also,

along with him, graciously give us all things?



‘Treasure Beyond Measure’

Romans 8:26-39 (NIV)

38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life,

neither angels nor demons,

neither the present nor the future,

nor any powers,

39 neither height nor depth,

nor anything else in all creation,

will be able to separate us

from the love of God

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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