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Easter day didn’t begin well. The disciples were locked behind closed doors in fear. The women
went to the tomb to anoint a dead body. Mary stood at the tomb weeping. Then Mary’s tears
turn into great joy. She heard Jesus call her name: “Mary.” She turned to him and cried out,
”Teacher.” Then she held on to him as though she would never let him go. But he stops her. He
must return to the Father, and she must return to the disciples to tell them the good news: I
have seen the Lord. This is the Easter pattern: See that Jesus is alive; Rejoice; Hold on to him by
faith; Go and tell others he is alive. Later that day Jesus walks down the road with a couple sad
disciples. As they reach their home and share a meal with Jesus they recognise him. Then they
run back to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples, and suddenly Jesus stands in their midst and the
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. And Jesus said: As the Father sent me, so I am
sending you. I am sending you to tell this good news to everyone, to the ends of the earth. I am
sending you to bring this joy to all people. Jesus is Good News for people. Jesus brings Joy to
people. Where Jesus is there is life and joy.
One of my best friends in Vietnam is a 32 year old woman called Esther. She was raised a Buddhist, and at university in Hanoi became very depressed. A fellow student said to her: come with
me and I will take you to the place of joy. The place was a church and there she heard the good
news of Jesus and believed in him and was filled with love and joy. I will take you to the place of
joy. That is the church. When Jesus is there, it is a place of joy and celebration. When there is no
joy and celebration it is doubtful whether Jesus is there. Joy, together with love, is the mark of
the Church. Joy is the fruit of the Spirit, and it comes from Jesus who died and rose again for us.
In Jesus’ most famous story, the lost son returns home to an amazing welcome. His Father says:
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found. So they began to celebrate. What a welcome! What a celebration! What love! The lost son was dead and is alive
again. Let’s celebrate. The Son of God was dead and is alive again. Let’s celebrate. Jesus brings
life, and love and celebration and joy.
THIS JOYFUL CELEBRATION NEVER ENDS. So they began to celebrate, says Jesus. The celebration
begins, but never ends. Not even suffering can end it. Not even death can end it. The church is
the place of joy and celebration every week. Every Sunday is Easter. Every day in the life of the
Christian is a day to celebrate the love of Jesus and the “welcome home” that the Heavenly Father gives us. I feel so sorry for that elder brother who refused to join the celebration. I feel so
sorry for stuffy Christians who refuse to join the celebration. The Lord has prepared a great banquet… We have to celebrate and be glad… This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and
be glad in it… So they began to celebrate….
David Christian
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A Pastor’s Hobbies What are your hobbies? The very question makes me cringe. That may be because
when you have young children, they tend to occupy the foreground of your life and any hobbies you
once had drift to the background. I imagine that is normal for this season of life. But the current St
Mark’s Matters theme has made me pause and ponder what my hobbies were and one day might be.
So, for those who are interested, here are some hobbies I have had at one time or another: watching
and playing sport of all kinds, especially football, cricket, tennis, basketball, soccer, golf, baseball and
beach volleyball. There may be a few I have forgotten. I have enjoyed some overseas travel (in the preCOVID era), bush walking and holidays at the beach. If food and drink count as hobbies, then I would
include them on my list too. Meghan and I once went to a poetry and pizza night at Coriole Winery
which managed to combine a number of my great loves. Poetry has long been a hobby, both reading it
and writing it. You may have heard a little of this at Christmas Eve services in recent years. Hobbies are
important personally and socially, but also spiritually. Our hobbies provide opportunities for us to enjoy
God’s creation and use our God-given talents. They provide times of rest and refreshment. They also
bring us into contact with a whole range of people, providing natural avenues for Christian witness and
service. I look forward to discovering a few new hobbies in the future and I have a feeling that watching
my kids play sport and helping them discover their own hobbies will be among them.
Ten Year Anniversary of Ordination
You may not know that December 2020 marked ten years since Pastor Ben was ordained as a Pastor of the Lutheran
Church of Australia. All new pastors are asked to give a small profile for The Lutheran magazine. You can read Pastor
Ben's original responses in the picture below. Emma Graetz caught up with Pastor Ben recently with a few updated
questions, one decade on:

Have you discovered any talents that you have enjoyed sharing with your congregations? Poetry is
something I enjoy and have occasionally worked into my sermons. This began at an End of Year service
in my first parish and has continued in our St Mark’s Christmas services. I am no Banjo Paterson, but I
do enjoy the challenge!

2. Has your favourite meal changed? No. The Kangaroo fillet with rhubarb sauce at D’arenbergs is still
the best. These days family mealtime with the kids is very special too.
3. What's the one thing you like to remind people within your ministry role? That God wants good
things for them, which he offers through his Word, his Son, his Spirit and his Sacraments.
4. 10 years on, what advice would you give to yourself as a new graduate? Ahh, where to begin? My
Dad once encouraged me to ‘speak the truth in love’ from Ephesians 4:15, which I think is good advice
for any Pastor. I am still learning that balance.
5. What is one of your greatest memories from the last 10 years? All three of our kids have been born
in those ten years. Conducting numerous baptisms, weddings and funerals has been very humbling.
On a smaller scale, I recently preached my first sermon without a manuscript, due to a corrupted computer file. That was something new, although not something I am keen to repeat! 6. Has your favourite
Bible verse changed over the years? Different verses take on different significance at different times. I
have always had a special interest in the Wisdom books: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song
of Songs. They could be summarised by Psalm 90:12, ‘Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a
heart of wisdom.’ 7. What are your hopes for the future? I enjoyed Vicar Mitch’s recent illustration
about how Hebrew culture sees us ‘walking backwards’ into the future. I simply hope God will continue
to bless me, my family and our church, with everything we need to do what he calls us to do.
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WORDS AND THE WORD
My hobby is words, crossword puzzles and the kinds of word puzzles that appear in the
daily newspaper. Scrabble is another word game I enjoy. Word games/puzzles are helpful to stimulate the mind and keep the memory intact, something I really want to do!
Paintbrushes and paints don’t do it for me, but I do enjoy painting pictures by writing in
a way that stimulates hearts, minds and inspiration, especially in following Jesus.
Words can be helpful or harmful. The words we speak or write can build others up or
tear them down. The Bible has words to say about controlling our tongues, especially in
James, Chapter 3:2 ‘Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we could control our tongues, we would be perfect and could also control ourselves in every other way. ’ (NLT) If you’re anything like me you will know
you’ve said or written things you wish you could take back! Words so easily let us down! The tongue, described by James as a bushfire, is able to destroy relationships, a poisonous potion of damage and destruction
and we’ve all seen how destructive bushfires are!
On a more positive note, the prologue to the Gospel of John talks about Christ the Eternal Word. ‘In the begin-

ning the Word already existed. The Word was with God and the Word was God. He existed in the beginning
with God. God created everything through him. The Word gave life to everything that was created and his life
brought light to everyone. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness can never extinguish it.’ John 1:15 (NLT)
Jesus is THE WORD! There’s a lot to take in from Jesus, THE WORD. The Word is life; the Word is light in an age
where there is so much darkness. God’s word clearly shows up the deficiencies in the world around us, even in
our own lives. The best way to make words work is to soak up the words from THE WORD himself. In Jesus,
covered by his robe of righteousness, our thoughts (unspoken words), our spoken words and the actions that
result from them are the life-giving love, grace and compassion of Christ, THE WORD!

Let’s pray that all of us can be inspired by THE WORD as we interact in our communications with each other in
our congregation, the wider church and wherever we find ourselves, remembering we’re always in God’s presence. Let’s conclude with words from John 1:14, ‘So the Word became human and made his home among us.

He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and
only Son!’ (NLT) This is the Son, THE WORD of God who died and rose again to remove all sin, including the sin
of hurtful, damaging words. Praise be to God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit!
Joy Christian.

Did you know?
During 1977 a feasibility study was made by a group of Adelaide Hills congregations re establishment of new
schools in the area. St Marks school council met with LCA reps re the establishment of a school in Mount
Barker. At this time, a block of land adjoining the church was for sale at $80,000. The price was rejected as
too high, but the church council encouraged the District to purchase the land without committing the
congregation financially until such time as a decision was made. After negotiations, the land was purchased
in January 1978 for $40,500 by the SA District to be held for “education purposes” for five years on behalf of
the congregation in case the decided to build a school.
From “Venture in faith” booklet.
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My Hobbies
I once had a coach tour with a group who had interest in old cars and engines to Ballarat. As I entered the oval, I
could smell the rust, and this is how I came to have a hobby.

I had 3 trucks. The 1926 Chevrolet featured in 4 Christmas parades including Murray Bridge and Mount Barker. On
one trip to Adelaide, I was travelling at 30 mph (50kph) when a semi-trailer passed me. It had only 2-wheel brakes
and took a while to stop. After that trip I used a trailer for such jobs.
I had 2 Austin’s. I topped the state when I had the garage for selling Austin products in 1956 as the youngest dealer. In 1958 Jean and I drove to Ballarat for an Austin display. The black Austin a A99 was one of few in Australia
and very expensive.
My green and cream 1958 Fordamatic was bought in Ballarat. It needed a lot of work as the driver’s side door was
rusted and you could put your feet on the road. Parts came from America. We used in a lot in weddings and sometimes I had 2 weddings in Adelaide on a Saturday.
I had that car for 24 years and my son wanted it, so I gave it to him. He certainly had a lot of enjoyment with it.
Another one of my cars was a 1952 Chevrolet. My 420 g Jaguar is a beautiful car. There are 2 tables and a mirror
attached to the back of the front seat. I did a lot of weddings with it up until 2019.

We have shown our cars in all parts of Victoria and SA. Lake Goldfield close to Beaufort has some 70 sheds owned
by car groups and families. It is a top place to see cars, tractors, motorcycles etc. Some Steam tractors even come
over from New Zealand. It has an old house with furniture of the era.
Another hobby Jean and I have is collecting old irons from 1890 to 1920. We did a display at St Pauls homes. A
lady came up and said she used the iron with a chimney. They used stones in it and heated it on the stove.
We also collect car plaques including those from Austin over Australia and Austin car rallies. Also, American day
100th anniversary and the Corvette 50th anniversary, National 14th Machinery day and many more.
Jean and I have been members of the Adelaide
Hills Motor Restorers Club since the early 1990s.
Brian Bart

Jean has been sewing and making clothes for a
long-time including knitting. In 2008 at the Adelaide show she won for an article featuring
embroided lace 1st prize/Quilt machine embroided
1st prize./Garment with machine embroidery 3rd
prize.
In 2013 she won for Creative apron challenge, with
use of a feature fabric.
Jean said I better have a hobby; you cannot stay in
the kitchen when you retire!
Jean Bart
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Spotlight on the LCA/NZ
In each edition of the St Marks Matters, we will spotlight an area within the Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand
(LCA/NZ) for our members to know more about the wider mission and ministry of the Lutheran Church.

Spotlight: LCA International Mission
Purpose: (taken from their website) LCA International Mission is a department of the Lutheran Church
of Australia tasked with the responsibility of supporting overseas partner churches in their local mission and ministry. We walk alongside our partner churches in order to encourage, support and resource local people as they bear witness to the hope they have in Christ. We also seek to listen to and
learn from our partners so that the mission and ministry of the LCA may be enhanced through the experience and wisdom of our partners…LCA International Mission seeks to equip and empower our
overseas partner churches in the proclamation of the word of Christ in their own context and in so doing, make disciples of all nations. LCA International Mission also encourages congregations and Districts of the LCA to join us in this endeavour.
Areas of interest:
They partner with several Asia-Pacific countries including: Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Papua New Guinea, Singapore and Thailand.
They oversee the Stamps for Mission project that was established in 1938 and has raised over
$460,000 for LCA International Mission programs and projects.
The Sprau family is also supported by LCA International Mission.
Wantok Place was originally called the Louise Flierl Mission Museum housed in Hahndorf but was
relocated to North Adelaide and renamed in 2019. Wantok Place is a museum of PNG artefacts
owned by the LCA/NZ.
Staff: Assistant to the Bishop – International Mission: Pastor Matt Anker; Program Officers: Erin Kerber
and Nevin Nitschke
Want to find out more: https://www.lcamission.org.au/ or sign up for their eNews: https://
www.lcamission.org.au/join-gods-mission/enews-subscription/

School News
Congratulations Dunn for winning Sports Day
2021 – that’s 6 in a row!
We hope you enjoyed being together as a
community for the first time in 12 months –
we sure did!
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A TESTIMONY TO GOD’S TIMING

In late November I had a fall. It was early in the morning and on reflection I believe God put the

right people in the right place at the right time. The situation could have had a very different outcome if it hadn’t been for these people. Surely this was God’s timing! Perhaps you remember a time
or times in your life when you have experienced God’s timing, and on reflection you’ve thought ‘I
might not be here if it hadn’t been for...?’ God’s timing can come at any place or any time in our
lives, more often than we realise, I suspect. Lyndall Schliebs, baptised at St Marks on January 17th is
a classic example of God’s timing!
We first met Lyndall through walking in Littlehampton. We had heard of Lyndall and her husband
Terrence through relatives of theirs, the Zwars from Murray Bridge and the typical Lutheran
question; do you know so and so? From the Littlehampton walking community, a group of us started meeting together at our local cafe for coffee on a Thursday morning. Coffee group came about
through one of the couples who would regularly have a coffee on a Thursday and then do their
shopping. David decided to celebrate his birthday at the cafe, inviting a few of the walkers to shout
them a coffee. This was the beginning for the group of close to twenty of us who meet regularly.
We really look forward to coffee group! At some stage Lyndall and Terrence joined us and like all of
us attend when possible. Conversations go all over the place!
One interesting aspect of the group is that we’re mainly all Christians with a couple of exceptions.
That is not deliberate but interesting to reflect on. The 28th of January 2019 was a significant day.
We invited Lyndall and Terrence to come for a barbecue lunch. Due to an unfortunate incident we
cooked the sausages inside. (That’s another story.) Well, in the aftermath of cleaning up, Lyndall
and I were in the kitchen and in a God’s- timing moment, Lyndall told me she was not baptised.
That was the beginning of a journey, quite a long one for something as significant as baptism. We can only accept God’s timing
for all those we pray for to come to faith in Jesus as their Saviour. So we praise and thank God for this momentous day, time
and place in Lyndall’s life where God has accepted her into his
family, as his dearly loved daughter and our sister in Christ. Welcome to the family, Lyndall. We’re excited for you and God’s
plan for your life. Thank you for your friendship and the privilege of standing with you today as your sponsor to encourage
you in your new life in Christ, God’s timing for your life now and
into eternity. [‘Don’t you know that all of us who were baptised
into Christ were baptised into his death? We were therefore
buried with him through baptism into death, in order that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have been united with
him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with
him in his resurrection.’ Romans 6:3-4]
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More Hobbies
My farm is ingrained in our lives in so many ways. Our business, lifestyle, sanctuary, interest, hobby, pride and

our relaxation.
But my specific hobby is my motorbike. A Suzuki 650 VStrom Adventure bike.
I bought it brand new in 2006, and still have it with 75,000 km on the clock.
Pull on the helmet and protective clothing, and the excitement begins!
My wife Wendy used to come pillion with me, then my daughter Lauren (now she has her own bike), and now
my granddaughter Cadence often comes with. How special is that!!
A great hobby delivering an experience like nothing else!
David Kuchel.

I have tried my hand at fishing recently.
My triumphs so far:
6 carp at Younghusband
1 carp at Goolwa
1 callop, accidently at Walkers Flat

It is not the catch that matters. It is the great
sights along the river and the peaceful
surrounds.

A Funny!
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Presentation of Named School Bag Tags to Foundation students

The Education and Welfare committee prepared named School Bag Tags to give to the 48
Foundation Students of St Mark’s Lutheran Primary School. As all their school bags are the
same, this helps the children to identify their school bag. It was a pleasure to distribute
these at the start of the School Year and was wonderful to see their smiling faces as they received their named school bag tag. This also provides another contact between the Church
and the School.

St Marks Church Families students

Back Row Tyson, Oscar , Oscar , Ethan , William , Sienna . Front row: Grace Kmit, Winslow

Debbie Schulz’s class
Kathy Golder
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NEW YEAR
The New year’s here
So let us have cheer as family draws near,
Thankful for days, to sing God’s praise

The past is behind
So let us be kind
Forgiving each other,
Father and mother, sister and brother
A chance to restart

Find love in our heart
Jesus would want it that way
let’s keep in touch
Grateful for each precious day.
When we feel worn or even forlorn,

It’s time to stop and reflect
What could we do better to comfort each other
To support, uphold, not neglect
Let’s look to the future
With strong ties and bonds

Helping each other to grow
Finding our feet in a place that is sweet
Where home yields the seeds that it sows
With God by our side we’ll weather the tide
Trusting completely in Him

His love is so great
There’s no time to wait
To shine his love from within.
The New Year is here, so let us have cheer.

Trudy Greiger
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Church Library – New Additions
Grace
by Max Lucado
found on the ‘Christian Living’ shelf
Max Lucado says we’ve settled for a wimpy grace, a goldfish grace that sits in a bowl on the shelf and
never causes trouble or demands a response. In this cornerstone message of Lucado's ministry, he challenges readers to not only receive grace but also to be changed by grace. Shaped by grace. Strengthened
by grace. Emboldened by grace. Softened by grace. Snatched by the nape of their neck and shaken to
their senses by grace.

The Secret Holocaust Diaries: The Untold Story of Nonna Bannister
by Nonna Bannister, Denise George & Carolyn Tomlin
found on the ‘Biography’ shelf
Nonna Bannister carried a secret almost to her Tennessee grave: the diaries she kept as a young girl experiencing the horrors of the Holocaust while learning compassion and love for her fellow human beings. Nonna's writings tell the remarkable tale of how a Russian girl, born into a family that had known
wealth and privileges, was exposed to the concentration camps and learned the value of human life and
the importance of forgiveness.

God’s Words of Life for Grandparents
by Molly Detweiler
found on the ‘Meditations’ shelf
Explore what God's Word has to say about grandchildren, prayer, the future, health and other topics in
this Bible promises book. Each topic contains a short, inspirational thought to give you God's perspective
on issues facing grandparents today. Whether you're about to be a grandparent for the first time or
have been a grandparent for many years, let God's Word of Life for Grandparents shine God's light on
your path and encourage you in your walk of faith.

Raising An Original
by Julie Lyles Carr
found on the ‘Family’ shelf
In Raising an Original, you will learn to help your children understand their unique strengths and the
challenges associated with them, discover their God-given gifts and how to use them for His glory and
succeed regardless of their circumstances. This book will provide you with tools for better communication with your children as well as insight into providing unique guidance and discipline for each child. A helpful and detailed Personality Trait
Assessment Tool is included.

Easter
by Susannah McFarlane
found on the ‘Children’s’ shelves
Josh, Grace, Abby and Tom ask questions and seek to understand why Jesus died on the cross, what it
means to experience forgiveness and the love that Jesus offers the world. This book presents the Gospel
message through the profound questions that children bring. The narrator answers at a level that is age
appropriate, without stripping the reconciling gift of God’s grace of its life-giving significance.
Lisa Greiger
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VOLUNTEERING AT LUTHERAN COMMUNITY CARE
The catalyst for volunteering at Lutheran Community Care (LCC) came about when ten women from St
Mark’s Women’s Fellowship travelled to Blair Athol on a wet, foggy morning in May 2019 to observe
and learn how to support this important work. There are many facets to the work of LCC; one of them is
crisis care but much other help is available, including counselling, budgeting, and other practical help.
You will have noticed a reminder about volunteering at LCC in the pew bulletin leading up to the third
Tuesday of the month, (February to November) the designated day set aside for St Marks to volunteer
time in the sorting area of this establishment.

So why are volunteers needed? LCC receives copious amounts of clothing that comes in varying degrees
of quality. Some is of sufficient quality to sell as used clothing; some is suitable only for rag and cut up,
weighed and packaged to sell to businesses that use rags. Sorting of clothing is a huge task, not to
mention books and other items that find their way to LCC. Sorting of clothing is the main task for volunteers and LCC staff are indebted to those who give time to help with this mammoth task.
If you could see your way clear to be a volunteer (you don’t have to belong to the Women’s Fellowship
to be a volunteer and any contribution from men is equally valued) to support this ministry of the wider
church, you would be welcomed with open arms. Volunteers’ carpool and take their own lunches but
tea and coffee are supplied. Jan Hodgson attends LCC meetings to represent the Adelaide Hills Zone
congregations and bring back information on other specific LCC needs. Jan also takes the grocery items
to LCC from the baskets taken up to the altar with the offerings. If you would like more information
about what is involved, speak to Jan; she would be delighted to hear from you!

Did you know...
Allen Meissner, Mary Clothier, Milton & Jean Page are the only living foundation Members. Enice
Schroeder joined St Marks after the synods amalgamated in 1966. She was a member at St Michaels
after her marriage to Roy. Enice became Superintendent of Sunday School in 1967 after the late Reg Gallasch retired. Sunday School grew from 57- 71 in that time.
In the 50 year Anniversary Booklet there is a photo of original foundation members at 1-06-1958 However only Mary Clothier, Milton & Jean Page appear. Allen Meissner was probably milking his cows at
the time.
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From St . Marks School
We would like to welcome families to attend an information session hosted by Mr
Chris Greene. The session will provide:
Strategies to make your home environment cyber safe;
Highlight the opportunities and threats that the online world provides;
Knowledge about the best practices available to protect your family.
We have limited spaces available (75), so please be sure to book your seat early
via our online booking system using the following link: https://
www.trybooking.com/BPEJF
•
•
•

Building our hall
The congregation worked hard at the task of building a church. A building fund was established, and
collections taken up. Tom Scott allowed members to cut wood on his property and the sale of the
wood was added to the fund. General synod allocated $4000. By December 1961, a plan for a hall had
been drawn and tenders were called. In January 1962, the tender from Mr O’Malley was accepted at a
cost of $11,096.The foundation stone was laid in August 1962. Furniture came from the old Brownlow
church near Eudunda. In November 1962, the hall was dedicated by Pastor H. Stiller of Murray Bridge.
350 attended the service and the offering was $232.

JAFFA kicked off 2021 with water activities on the
21 February. JAFFA is our junior youth program for
primary school students in years 4-6. JAFFA meets
twice a term on a Sunday afternoon from 3-5pm.
Our time together includes a devotion focus, activities and afternoon tea. Our next event is on Sunday 28 March with a focus on Easter.
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CHURCH REGISTER
Pastoral Acts from December 2020 – March 2021
Baptisms
Date
17/1/21

Name
Lyndall Schliebs

Born
Adult

Membership In
Date

Name

Funerals
Date
7/12/20

Name
Gordon Marshall

14/1/21

Kevin & Pauline Schache

Died
14/12/20
Contact St Mark’s

Our Pastor – Ps. Ben Pfeiffer. Tel 0402 825 173
Email <pfeiffer241@gmail.com>

The Matters Editorial team

Office administrator: Janice Cecil 8391 1695 (office)

Editor: Michael Pfeiffer

Worship Coordinator: Sharon Heyne
Email: Sharon@stmarksmtbarker.org.au

Proof-reader: Joy Christian
Photographer: Sharon Heyne

School Principal: James Heyne 8391 0444 (School )
POSTAL ADDRESS: St Mark’s Lutheran Church,
PO Box 836, Mt Barker SA 5251
Web address: stmarksmtbarker.org.au
Church email : stmarks@stmarksmtbarker.org.au
Email St Marks Matters: fifer@adam.com.au

Keep updated using the web site or having the Sunday bulletin delivered each Friday by email by registering online. St Marks Matters is also distributed electronically to
our growing list of registered users.
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Inberendi band

The Inn Inberendi

Harvest Thanksgiving

Caught on Camera
At St Marks

Hungry no more helpers

Hungry no more

It has been a privilege to publish
St Mark’s Matters .

The Editor & helpers
Thank You!

Sunday School Cross

Sunday School drawing

M& Ms :Fun at Paechs Farm

M&Ms: Sunset at Paechs
Bocce at Paechs farm
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