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 St Mark's Matters 
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the 

laying on of my hands. For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us 

power, love and self-discipline. So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or 

of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 

He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but 

because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before 

the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, 

Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light 

through the gospel. What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, 

with faith and love in Christ Jesus. 

(2 Timothy 1:6-10,13 NIV) 

The text above was my daily devotion text from Our Daily Bread (ODB) a couple 

of weeks ago. Most ODB devotions are good, but this one really caught my atten-

tion – so much so that I quoted part of it in a recent sermon. I believe it’s worth 

bringing to your attention again… 

A group of twenty-two Christian leaders travelled half a day to secretly meet and 

learn from a pastor who came from another country. If caught, the pastor would 

be deported, and the others would spend three years in prison. Eighteen of the 

twenty-two had already been imprisoned for their faith in Jesus. 

After the pastor handed out fifteen Bibles he’d brought with him, one woman gave 

hers to someone else. Like many others, she’d memorized chapters of Scripture 

so she would have its wisdom secured in her heart if she were to go to prison. 

She later asked the pastor to pray that their church would be free to gather just 

like his. Instead, marvelling at how they sacrificed, suffered persecution, and 

risked imprisonment, he prayed that his church would be just like theirs.  

Believers around the world are persecuted for their faith in Christ, some more se-

verely than others. And all believers can be tempted to cower when the stakes of 

living for Christ are raised. But the Holy Spirit enables us to use our God-given 

gifts with “power, love and self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7). God will help us share 

the gospel with boldness and compassion, wherever He leads. Because of all He 

did for us 

(vv. 9-10), we can embrace the sacrificial cost of commitment to Christ and pre-

serve “sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus” (v. 13).  

In Australia, we live with such peace and freedom and wealth that we forget – in 

fact, the full extent we probably have never known– just how dangerous and diffi-

cult it is for our overseas sisters and brothers to share their faith. And yet, they 

risk their lives on a daily basis to do just that. 

Jesus calls us to do the same. Who will you share the gospel with today? 
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THE CENTURION 
 

And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the 

Son of God!.” Mark 15:39 

 
I was sent here to do a job 

One I have done many times before 
But I have witnessed something else 

Amidst the blood and gore 
 

We marched three men through the streets 
To ‘The Skull’ as they call this place 

They had been convicted as ‘criminals’ 
So the judgement of death they did face 

 
But not a quick and easy death 

With little pain and agony 
But a slow and painful one 

Hung upon a man-made tree 
 

Nails were driven into hands and feet 
And they were hoisted into the air 

Where they hung in bloody nakedness 
While the people watched and stared 

 
The first two men acted in accord 

As one would when facing this death 
But the Man in the middle was so calm 

He didn’t struggle in distress 
 

The first two men started to curse and swear 
Taking a defiant stance 

But the Man in the middle simply said, 
“Forgive their ignorance” 

 
There was something about those words 

Spoken so tenderly 
That touched the heart of one criminal 

He cried, “Lord remember me” 
 

The Man returned this criminal’s gaze 
With a look of compassion and love 

And told the repentant criminal 
“I will see you in Paradise above” 

 
Then darkness came over the whole land 

A darkness we could feel and see 
And this Man cried out in a loud voice, 

“Why have you forsaken me?” 
 

I must admit in my heart of hearts 
I asked myself that same question 

But neither this Man or those around 
Gave me any answer or suggestion 

 
The Man then slowly lifted His head 

And said, “I am thirsty” 
So He was given some vinegar wine 

Which, in context seemed so cursory 
…..Continued over page 
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Farewell to James Heyne 

 

In December, St. Marks school said goodbye to James after 12 years. James came to St. Marks in 

2012.  James said his challenges included during the covid times and the transition of Year 7s to sec-

ondary school.  In his unassuming and caring manner, he led the school. Andrew Bosch from Immanu-

el Gawler primary school has been appointed as the new principal. We thank James for his dedication 

and efforts at St Marks. He will certainly be missed.  Best wishes to  James on wherever your next 

challenge takes you. 

 
 
 
 

Upon receiving this act of kindness 
He raised His bloodied head 

“It is finished” were His final words 
And with His last breath he was dead 

 
Yes, dead is His body 

All battered and broken 
But His life touched me 

In the words that were spoken 
 

A man wouldn’t forgive 
Being so wrongly accused 

A man couldn’t forgive 
Being so cruelly abused 

 
A man couldn’t be 

Compassionate and kind 
While people hurled insults 

Being so deaf and blind 
 

To the undeniable truth 
That I came to see 

In the eyes of this Man 
Hung unjustly on that tree 

 
He wasn’t just a man 
But the Son of God 

Not just a man 
But a Son who was loved 

 
Loved by His Father 

Until His final breath was given 
And I wonder if 

He will somehow be risen 
 

To reign in glory 
With His Father above 

To bless people 
With His grace and love 

                                      Mark Frost 

The Centurion continued 
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Installation of the school staff 

Installation of the new headmaster  

Andrew Boesch 

Baptism of Tanner McArdle 

School sports day  

St Marks Pictorial 
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FRED FRIEBEL IN PNG 

Fred was 29 when he accepted the call to work in PNG after 13years in a country garage at 
Rainbow Vic (great preparation for his work ahead). His official title was motor mechanic but 
much of his time was taken up with other duties which are involved in the smooth running of 

the Mission.  Because of this, he was stationed at Gizarum, the mission-plantation where most 
of the mechanical repairs and overhauls were carried out. In the first 4 years he mostly did 

sawmilling.  When the current Plantation Manager retired after 18 years of service, Fred took 
over that responsibility.  We also managed the weather observations for the Bureau of Mete-

orology from 1964. 

 

Umboi Island is midway between the PNG mainland and New Britain. The plantation produced 
copra and cocoa which was shipped to the mainland on the larger “Umboi”, carrying 16-18 

tons, taking 18-24 hours. On the return trip she carried building materials, fuel and goods for 
the trade stores and supplies for staff.  It was never short of native passengers both and from 

Lae.  To comply with Marine Guard regulations, the “Umboi” had to be surveyed annually 
which included dismantling the engine for inspection by the Government Marine Engineer and 
re-assembled incl new parts needed.  Also checked was the copper sheathing, ribs, planking, 
life rafts, dinghy, anchor chain, fire fighting pumps, bilge pumps and other life saving equip-
ment.  At this survey, if required, changes to the superstructure could be made.  The smaller 
‘Karapo’ was a 30’ workboat used by missionaries for patrols to outlying villages along the 

coast and was also used by the nurses for their infant welfare and medical patrols.  Fred also 
periodically went to other mission stations (5) both on the Island and on the mainland in the 

Menyamya area to maintain their equipment.  These were jeeps (as many of the stations were 
in very hilly terrain), tractors, trailers, motor bikes, small generators and lighting plants. 

 

Gizarum was also the site for the sawmill which provided timber for building churches, 
schools, housing both for native and white (teachers, nurses etc.) and hospitals.  Fred had a 
team of 6 men.  Fred set up the timber milling site at Bunsil in the bush where trees were 

felled and then towed to Gizarum.  A bush hut was built for the workers.  What a thrill the first 
night in that bush camp when Fred discovered the boys were conducting their own devotional 
session.  What pleasure while sitting around the campfire (it wasn’t cold, but smoke kept the 

mosquitos away), listening to the many bush noises or laughing with the boys as they told 
their funny stories. 

 

Fred arrived in PNG in May 1963 as a single man and returned to Australia in Sep’69 with a 
wife (Margrit), Karen (18 months) and Michael (3 months old). 

PNG has had a huge impact on our lives. We are so very grateful for this opportunity. 
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Christmas Eve service 

About 190,000 Australians and New 
Zealanders identify as Lutheran,        

according to the latest Australian Cen-
sus data. The Lutheran Church of Aus-

tralia and New Zealand (LCANZ) is a 
relatively small Christian denomination 
with 30,000 regular worshippers. The 
LCANZ oversees its various congrega-
tions, districts, offices, missions and 

other facilities. 

The number of Lutherans in Europe is about 37 million 
and, in North America, it is a little over 7.7 million, plus 
1.1 million for Latin America and the Caribbean.   The 

Lutheran church is growing the fastest in Africa, where 
the number of Lutherans is heading towards 20 million. 

In Asia, too, there is rapid growth in some areas so,     
today, there are almost 9 million Lutheran Christians, 5.6 
million of whom are Indonesian. In little over a century, 

the number of Lutherans in our neighbouring country 
Papua New Guinea has grown to more than 1 million.  
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TOGETHER IN CHRIST. 

The one-day conference for all church 

members to gather together, grow togeth-

er and go in mission together has been 

postponed due to the fuel crisis. 

It was to be held at Murray Bridge on May 

2nd . I was asked to lead an elective enti-

tled I’m Not Dead Yet. I hope I am still alive 

when it is rescheduled! 

EASTER WORSHIP. 

The high cost of fuel might prevent some 

people from travelling away over Easter. 

This is a great opportunity to drive or walk 

to your local church for one or more of the 

many services. To not worship at Easter is 

to pay a far higher price than fuel, in time 

and in eternity.  

REMEMBER 

Please remember and pray for, and maybe 

visit those in our church who cannot come 

to worship because they are unwell, or are 

in nursing homes or hospital. On Anzac Day 

we will hear the words: Lest we forget. 

Surely these words also call us not to for-

get those who are no longer able to join us 

in regular worship.  

Pastor Greg and I lead services in the nurs-

ing homes and give HC to people who are 

in nursing homes in Mt Barker, Hahndorf 

and Strathalbyn, or who are at home or in 

hospital. Thanks to the faithful members of 

St Marks who visit many people in their 

homes. 

David Christian 
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ALWS “Asante” 
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Here and there 

Kids hope 

One of the many joys of being involved with Kids 
Hope at St Marks school is seeing the children in the 
program flourish. 

But another joy for me as Coordinator is seeing the 
connection and commitment our mentors have each 
week and how they flourish too.  

This is what one of our mentors has been doing with 
the child they meet. Certainly using his gift and shar-
ing it with the younger generation.  

 

A thought… 

Are there sayings you use when among your non-Christian friends? One I say is “my bags are 

packed” which relates to my confidence in my salvation. Some of my friends cannot understand 

why I would say this. They have things in their life they want to do before they leave this world i.e. 

See their grandchildren get married etc. I am great believer in what will be, will be. The good Lord 

has a plan for us and we cannot change that. 

Another one I also say sometimes is “I failed Sunday School” of which I am not proud. I had many 

distractions at Sunday school!   Michael Pfeiffer. 

St Marks at the Mount Barker 

Show 
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St Marks PIPE ORGAN.      

Trevor Wegener was a long time organist at St. Marks and the “caretaker “ of the instrument. He has 

provided this history of our organ. 

1975;  December :  Organ Committee formed and given directive to recommend a suitable organ for the 

newly built church. They inspected all organs available in SA, including electric and second hand pipe 

organs. 

1976;  September: Committee inspected a good second-hand pipe organ in the Melbourne suburb of 

Kew. Price $2,750.  Paid a deposit. Cost of relocation and rebuild estimated at $9,000. The option of pur-

chasing an Allan electronic organ for $10,000 was also considered. 

1977; November 15th: Final decision made to purchase the pipe organ. The organ was rebuilt in St Marks 

church by Mr Ross Waters of Adelaide. It included most of the original 856 pipes. A new façade of 

nyotah timber was built around the structure of pipes. 

1978; November 19th:  Pipe Organ Dedication by Rev Everard Leske. 

2011; July:  Comprehensive renovation of organ. All pipes were removed, cleaned and repaired as nec-

essary. Old circuitry was causing problems and solder joints were cracking. New solid state circuitry was 

installed, and new 18v power supply. Total Cost $16,000. (incl GST) All work carried out by Richard Lar-

ritt, Organ tuner/technician from Adelaide. 

2019; May:  Extensive Upgrade.  A rank of trumpet pipes and ranks of mixture pipes was added, total 

pipes 975. Wind pressure was increased by adding extra weights on bellows, giving increased volume 

and much cleaner and crisper sound, and allowing pipes to “speak” more efficiently. Sections of the fa-

çade were removed, and special computer designed perforated acoustic mesh installed, giving more di-

rect sound into the church. New more powerful 18v power supply installed. The overall result of this 

upgrade has been very noticeable, and has greatly enhanced our worship services through music.   Total 

Cost $16,400. (include GST) Upgrade works, apart from mesh installation, carried out by Richard Larritt. 

SPECIFICATIONS; 

PEDALS:   Subbass 16, Principal 8, Flute 8 , Octave Flute 4, Great to Pedal, Swell to Pedal, Swell Octave to 

Pedal 

GREAT: (lower keyboard)  Open Diapason 8, Clarabella 8, Octave 4, Flute 4, Nazard 2 2/3, Super Octave 

2, Mixture 3 ranks, Trumpet 8, Swell Sub Octave to Great, Swell to Great, Swell Octave to Great 

SWELL: (upper keyboard)  Keraulo-phon 8, Gedeckt 8, Gemshorn 4, Flageolet 2, Quinte 1 1/3, Cymbel 2 

rks, Krumhorn 8, Sub-Octave, Unison Off, Octave, Tremulant  

NOTE: 

Pipe organs are very susceptible to changes in the weather, especially temperature. Therefore, they 

need regular tuning. St Marks pipe organ is tuned twice yearly at a cost of approximately $150 per tun-

ing.   Trevor Wegener 
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Morning tea at St Marks  
 
Why do we have morning tea between services? 
Why has an extra program been started after the 10.30 service? 
Is it worth all the effort and is this generosity really needed? 
How can these events be used to further shape our St Marks church community and connect us even more 
than already happens? 
 
I recently came across this podcast and article written by Derek Hanna. It was produced by Reach Australia, an 
organization focused on growing church plants in many areas of Australia. Reaching all people to hear about 
Jesus. 
 
The podcast is titled From Brownies to Belonging - The hidden power of morning tea. 
 
Hope this title captures your interest and helps you imagine the benefits of providing morning tea and other 
meals in our church. Even try inviting any visitors to stay on after a service and see what happens. 
 
Here follows the reflection. Most churches run morning tea every week. 
Someone brings the brownies. Someone puts the kettle on. Someone washes the mugs. And yet very few 
churches think about morning tea strategically. 
 
But fellowship isn’t just a nice add-on to church life. It’s part of God’s design for his gathered people. In Acts 2, 
the early believers devoted themselves not only to the apostles’ teaching and prayer, but also to fellowship 
and the breaking of bread. Their shared life strengthened believers and commended the gospel to outsiders. 
 
Morning tea can quietly become one of the most strategic moments in your church week. 
It’s where newcomers decide whether they’ll stay. 
It’s where conversations about the sermon continue. 
It’s where prayer often begins naturally. 
It’s where people move from attending to belonging. 
But if no one gives morning tea a vision, it easily defaults to obligation. 
Bring a slice. Pour a cup. Pack up. Repeat. 
 
What if instead we treated morning tea as part of the ecosystem of church life - strengthening community, mis-
sion and maturity? 
Leaders intentionally circulating. 
Newcomers personally welcomed. 
Next steps visible. 
Spiritual conversations happening naturally. 
 
Sometimes the most strategic ministries are the ones hiding in plain sight. 
- Derek Hanna, reflecting on the hidden power of morning tea 
  Listen to episode 441 of The One Thing Reach Australia Podcast: 
From Brownies to Belonging - The Hidden Power of Morning Tea  
 
Article supplied by Jane Hill. 
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CHURCH REGISTER 

Contact St Mark’s 

 

Keep updated using the web site or having the Sunday bulletin delivered each Friday by email by registering online.  St Marks Matters is also distributed  electronically to 

our growing list of registered users. 

 

Our Pastor: Greg Page 

Chairman: Ian Pfeiffer 

Church  Secretary:  Janice Cecil 8391 1695  

Worship Coordinator:  Sharon Heyne                                                                 

School Principal:   8391 0444  (School) 

Andrew Boesch 

  POSTAL ADDRESS: St Mark’s Lutheran 

Church,                                                                    

PO Box 836,   Mt Barker  SA 5251                                           

Web address: stmarksmtbarker.org.au                      

Email St Marks Matters:   

 mfifer54@gmail.com 

Pastoral Acts from Dec 25 – March 26 
 
 
Baptisms 
Date  Name   Born   Parents    
21/12/25 Atlas Schmidt 15/05/25 Aaron & Tegan Schmidt 
21/12/25 Phoenix Schmidt 03/05/23 Aaron & Tegan Schmidt 
21/12/25 Olalla Hilderbrandt 05/07/25 Karl & Anna Hildebrandt 
04/01/26 Archie Hein    Mitchell & Tamara Hein  
22/02/26 Tanner McArdle 22/10/25 Reece McArdle & Siobhan Kleinig 
 

St. Marks School recently  

celebrated Harmony Day. 

mailto:stmarks.mtbarker@internode.on.net

