
Bridging the Gap 

A sermon series on the book of Hebrews 

 

No one knows who wrote it, nor exactly who it was written to. The book of Hebrews reads as a 

sermon but concludes as a letter. It finds its place towards the end of the New Testament but quotes 

the Old extensively, showing how, as Luther put it, ‘Jesus is the man to whom it applies, every bit of 

it.’ Hebrews shows us how Jesus bridges the gap between Old Testament and New, between heaven 

and earth, between God and human beings. Each week during this series, there will be extra 

readings and reflection questions to assist with personal, family or small group study. I hope you 

enjoy delving into Hebrews with me in the coming weeks.   

 

 

Sunday Text Theme Extra Reading  

October 3 
Pentecost 19 
 

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 The Last Word Chapters 1-2 

October 10 
Pentecost 20 
 

Hebrews 4:12-16 The Living Word  Chapters 3-4 

October 17 
Pentecost 21 
 

Hebrews 5:1-10 The Perfect Priest  Chapters 5-6 

October 24 
Pentecost 22 
 

Hebrews 7:23-28 The Permanent Priest  Chapter 7 

October 31 
Reformation  
 

Hebrews 9:11-14 The Cleansing Blood Chapter 8:1-9:14 

November 7 
All Saints 
 

Hebrews 9:24-28 The Once for all Sacrifice  Chapter 9:15-10:10 

November 14 
Pentecost 25 
 

Hebrews 10:11-25 The New and Living Way  Chapter 10:11-13:25  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week 3 Study 

Read Hebrews 5-6, or the shorter section at 5:1-10, and the following sermon, before reflecting on 

the questions below.  

 

1. What does Hebrews teach us about the nature of the priesthood in ancient Israel? What else 

do you know from your reading of the Old Testament?  

 

 

2. What are the similarities and differences between priests in ancient Israel and priests in 

Christian churches? Children may like to list other titles and roles they are aware of for 

people who work in the church.    

 

 

3. How was Jesus’ appointed to be our Perfect Priest? (See also Psalm 2, 110, Matt 3:13-17).  

 

 

4. What is the connection between Melchizedek and Jesus? (See also Genesis 14:17-20). 

 

 

5. What was Jesus’ training ground to become our perfect High Priest?  

 

 

6. What can we gain through the faithful and prayerful endurance of suffering? What did Jesus’ 

gain for us?   

 

 

7. Watch the following introduction to priesthood from the Bible Project: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K60TAYja110. What stands out to you and why?  

 

 

Close in prayer 

Lord Jesus, thank you for being our perfect High Priest and presenting our needs to God our Father. 

Give us dedication in hearing your word, faithfulness in prayer and endurance in suffering. Help us to 

trust in you as the source of our eternal salvation. Amen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K60TAYja110


St Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Pentecost 21 

Hebrews 5:1-10 
Pastor Ben Pfeiffer 

 
Introduction  

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. Over the 

last fortnight, our sermons have focused on several elements of God’s word in Hebrews; the way it 

appeals to our imagination, the way it references the Old Testament, the repetition of certain words 

and phrases, its sharp and discerning nature, the finality with which God speaks and how we are 

called to respond. Today, much of that comes together in a theme that will extend throughout the 

rest of the book, Jesus as our Perfect Priest. Let’s pray.   

 

What does it mean that Jesus is our Perfect Priest? When we talk about priests these days, we need 

to make some careful distinctions. For many people even the word ‘priest’ has negative 

connotations. According to Ray Morgan Institute, in 1996, about 60% of Australians believed priests 

and clergy were very honest and trustworthy. That number has halved to 30% in recent surveys, still 

ahead of politicians and used car salesmen mind you! But the drop has been significant, and not 

entirely unexpected, given the abuses that have taken place in churches and other societal factors.  

 

Notwithstanding the seriousness of those issues, when the book of Hebrews talks about priests, it is 

referring to the priests of ancient Israel. This is a very ancient priesthood and one that no longer 

exists in its original form, since the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 70AD. So, let’s begin by 

looking at the nature of that priesthood, before considering what makes Jesus similar and different 

to those priests, and what all that has to do with us. 

 

The nature of the priesthood 

We read in Hebrews that, ‘Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to 

represent the people in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins’ (5:1). That is a 

helpful summary of thousands of years of history and long sections of the Old Testament that deal 

with the priesthood. It’s a helpful shortcut!  

 

The priests were selected from among the people, more specifically from the sons of Aaron, the 

tribe of Levi. So, it was a bit like a monarchy. You didn’t choose to be a priest. You were born into it. 

Their role was initially at the tabernacle and later at the Temple, where they would represent the 

people to God and God to the people. They would present all kinds of offerings and sacrifices to 



God, grain offerings, burnt offerings, peace offerings, sin offerings, for themselves, for others and for 

the nation. They burned of incense. They had sacred meals. It was quite an elaborate system of 

worship and much of it is lost on us in modern times but that doesn’t make it unimportant.  

 

As well as the ritual aspect of their work, there was also a pastoral or personal aspect. The writer 

says, the high priest ‘is able to deal gently’ with people ‘since he himself is subject to weakness’ (5:2). 

In other words, the high priest was able to empathize with people, care for them and show 

compassion on them. It literally means he was able to ‘moderate his feelings.’ Not distant, not 

overbearing. Not overly judgmental, not overly sentimental. He was to walk a middle ground and be 

gentle with people, always mindful of his own weakness and sin. We are all in the same boat before 

God.    

 

The appointment of Jesus 

So, what does this ancient priesthood have to do with Jesus. How is he is the same? How is he 

different? The writer says, ‘In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a 

high priest. But God said to him, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.” And he says in 

another place, “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek” (5:5-6).   

 

Jesus comes to bridge the gap between God and us and offer himself as a sacrifice for sins. He 

doesn’t choose it for himself. God chooses it for him and him for it. Jesus is deeply attuned to both 

the needs of humanity and the heart of God. He knows human weakness and temptation, as well as 

divine strength and resistance. That makes him the perfect high priest.   

 

God appoints him to that role, first by calling him his Son. At Jesus’ baptism the voice says, “This is 

my Son, whom I love, with him I am well pleased” (Matt 3:17). He says the same thing to Archer this 

morning and to each of us in our baptism. You are my son. You are my daughter. I love you. I am 

pleased with you. That is a beautiful and breathtaking thing to be told, especially by the one who 

created you.  

 

But God goes a step further with Jesus and says, “You are a priest forever, in the order of 

Melchizedek.” Melchizedek was an ancient priest who existed even before the nation of Israel, a 

mysterious figure who met and blessed Abraham, before he became the father of many nations. We 

might return to Melchizedek next week, because he has such a great name! But in short, Jesus is a 



high priest with a difference, the Son of God par excellence, and the only one who can utterly, 

completely, without sin or shortcoming, represent us to God and God to us.  

 

The unusual training ground 

So, how was Jesus prepared for that role? What was his training ground? Where did he go to 

seminary? ‘During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent 

cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission. Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made 

perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him’ (5:7-9).  

 

The text takes an unexpected turn. Jesus is God’s Son. Jesus is the great and perfect high priest. How 

does he learn the ropes? Prayers and petitions. Fervent cries and tears. [Sounds like the early days of 

parenthood doesn’t it, Shaun and Tiffany?] Jesus becomes who God intends him to be through 

suffering, in the school of hard knocks. There he learns reverence for God. There he learns 

submission to God’s will. His life is his training, his cross his final exam, his resurrection and 

ascension, his ordination day.  

 

As we find time and time again, with Christ and Christianity, the path up is down and the path to 

glory is through a cross. Poet Robert Herrick writes, ‘If little labour, little are our gains; Man’s fate is 

according to his pains.’ But when it comes to Jesus, his labour and his pains are our gain. His prayers 

and petitions, his fervent cries and tears, are all for us, because the high priest always acts on behalf 

of the people.  

 

We can learn a great deal from this about the place of prayer in our lives; how critical it is. We can 

learn a great deal from this about the place of suffering in our lives; how much we can learn from it. 

We can learn a great deal from this about the ancient priesthood of Israel. But what the writer wants 

us to take away, more than anything else, is that Jesus Christ has become for us ‘the source of our 

eternal salvation.’ Despite our flaws and failings, our sins and shortcomings, our problems and pains, 

Jesus offers himself for us. He is our perfect priest. Let’s pray.  

 

 

 

 

 


