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St Mark's Matters
Singing the Faith

What is your favourite hymn or Christian song? I have many. I like the tried and tested anthems of the Church: The Church’s one foundation and How great Thou art. I
enjoy singing A Mighty Fortress on Reformation Day and For All the Saints on All
Saints Day. There are countless Christmas carols I enjoy. Our wedding hymns, Now
thank we all our God, In Thee is gladness and May the feet of God walk with you, will
always have a special place in my heart.
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There are many great contemporary Christian songs too: In Christ Alone, Speak O Lord
and Yet not I, but through Christ in me. There seems to be a renewed interest in lyrics
that are Christ-centred and deeply informed by God’s word, along with many modern
versions of ancient Psalms. I believe this combination of old and new, tried and tested
with tasteful and tuneful, and always faithful, has the potential to help us move past
the worship wars of previous decades, and the often-unhelpful divide between traditional and contemporary music towards a more unified future.
One hymn that I haven’t mentioned so far is my favourite: Lord keep us steadfast in
your word (Martin Luther, LH 197, TIS 436). The tune is nothing to write home about,
but the words are solid and short enough to share:

Lord, keep us steadfast in your word;
curb those who by deceit or sword
would wrest the kingdom from your Son
and bring to nothing all he's done.
Lord Jesus Christ, your power make known,
for you are Lord of lords alone;
defend your holy church, that we
may sing your praise eternally.
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O Comforter of priceless worth,
grant one mind to your flock on earth;
support us in our final strife,
and lead us out of death to life.
The lyrics have been updated since the Reformation. Luther’s original began: ‘Lord,
keep us steadfast in thy Word/And curb the Turks’ and papists’ sword.’ This was generalized later for our modern sensibilities, and to help the hymn speak beyond its
original context. The reason it is special to me is both historical and personal.
Continued..
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A Book of Hymns
How often do we think about the fact that the Bible has its own book of hymns?
I’m thinking of the book of Psalms of course. In this book we can read 150 ‘hymns’ written in
response to the writers’ relationship with God and their understanding of God’s relationship with
them.
One of my favourite Psalms is Psalm 8. This psalm, written by King David, begins with a personal
proclamation, “O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! King David declares the
personal relationship that our LORD (Yahweh) our Lord/Master (Adonai) has with His people.
There is a sense in which this proclamation, which is posed as a question by King David, can’t be answered. We can’t fully comprehend the majesty of our God. King David though tries to encapsulate
the enormity of God’s majesty by reflecting upon the ways God’s majesty can be visibly seen. He begins by looking outwards. “You have set your glory above the heavens.” God’s glory is the weight of
His presence, which He has firmly set in place to reflect His majesty.

Who doesn’t contemplate the glory of a sunrise or sunset and reflect upon the fact that these events
are set above the heavens each day without fail? He then looked down. “From the lips of children
and infants you have ordained praise because of your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.”
How often do we hear a simple, yet profound, statement of faith from a child and wonder, “Where
did that come from?” God, in His wisdom, ordains the simple faith of a child to proclaim His majesty
more powerfully than any grown man or woman ever can (1 Corinthians 1:27). He enables children
to do this to silence His enemies (Matt. 21:16). Finally, King David looked up. “When I consider your
heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place” and He enquiries of God, “what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?”
King David’s contemplative question has an immediate and a prophetic aspect to it. He asks God,
“what is man that you are mindful of him?” Throughout his life King David came to realise that he,
like every other person upon the earth, was considered important to God because He cares for the
“son (singular) of man”. God made Him, “a little lower than the heavenly beings" and thereby
“crowned him with glory and honour”.
The son of man was made low in order to be perfectly placed to receive the crown of glory and honour He was destined to receive. The crown of glory and honour He received declares that He alone
truly is, “ruler over the works of your hands" and that God has, “put everything under his feet:”
Including, “all flocks and herds, ... beasts of the field, ... birds of the air, ... fish of the sea (and) all
that swim the paths of the seas.”.

“O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” Indeed
Mark Frost
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Spotlight on the LCA/NZ
In each edition of the St Marks Matters, we will spotlight an area within the Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand (LCA/NZ) for our members to know more about the wider mission and ministry
of the Lutheran Church.
Spotlight: Grow Ministries
Purpose: (taken from their website) Grow Ministries is the national child, youth and family ministry
(CYFM) department of the Lutheran Church of Australia (LCA). The Grow Ministries team is passionate
about providing innovative and creative resources, workshops and leadership training. Our focus is to
equip and encourage congregations with effective practices for intergenerational faith formation.
Areas of interest:

Grow Ministries have 10 Guiding Principles to help support individuals, families and congregations
in the faith development of young people. They are:
Leadership - Leaders in homes and congregations have a strong understanding of the nature
and practices of effective child, youth and family ministry, and their role within it.
Intergenerational - Meaningful intergenerational church experiences are intentional and
valued.
Faith at Home - Faith is integrated into family identity and practise.
Mentoring - Children and young people have multiple adult mentors of vital faith.
Lifelong Faith Formation - People of all ages are discipled in faith through the different stages of life.
Peer Relationships - Faith formation is encouraged by building Christian relationships
through quality, age-specific ministry.
Personal Crisis - People of all ages are engaged in a Christian community that provides support during times of personal crisis.
Gifts and Talents - Opportunities are given to discover and express gifts and talents.
Acts of Service - Opportunities are given to participate in acts of service that show the love
of Christ.
Missional - Ministry practices and approaches have a strong missional focus.
Grow Ministries serves the LCANZ through four key focuses:
Grow Coaching
Grow Resources
Grow Leadership
Grow Training and Communication
St Marks Lutheran Church have purchased a subscription the Grow Ministries resource ‘Grow Together’ that is distributed via the digital newsletter through the school, and in hard copy to
church members with children in primary school.
Staff: Grow Director: Jodi Brook; Support staff: Christine Matthias, Vicki Rochow and Rachel Schilling.
Want to find out more: https://www.growministries.org.au/ or sign up for their eNews: https://
www.lca.org.au/departments/ministry-support/communications/enews/ . Grow Ministries are also on
Facebook, Instagram and Pinterest.

Emma Graetz
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Singing the Faith
Continued from page 1
While my Dad studied in the United States in 1997, I attended Zion Lutheran Academy, Fort Wayne,
the local Lutheran school. At our final chapel service, according to the local practice, the school Pastor
asked my brothers and me to stand in the centre aisle for the final hymn. It would have been embarrassing, were it not so special.
The rest of the students and staff were invited into the aisle to make a huge circle around us. They
stood arm in arm belting out a fine rendition of Lord, keep us steadfast in your word (‘Belting out’ may
be a slight exaggeration but they certainly sang it from the heart). It was a special farewell and blessing to my family and a day I will never forget. That’s the power of music and song.
Paul writes, ‘Speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord’ (Eph 5:19). What a joy it is to sing our Christian faith!
Pastor Ben

There are many songs that I call favourites, and despite enjoying the modern songs, it is hymns that
first come to mind when I think about my absolute favourites. I miss singing hymns in our modern
worship. There are two standouts.
Amazing Grace. This hymn is universally known, and the words just absolutely move me every time.
When my Mum died after a lifetime of music, we decided to have this sung at the graveside. It didn’t seem right for the music to stop at the church. And it was so amazing having everyone sing this
surrounded by the beautiful gum trees around the Mundulla cemetery that we repeated it at Dad’s
funeral. So now the song brings with it a lot of memories, and it is very unusual for me to get
through this hymn without tears! Usually when we hit the last verse.

When we've been there ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we've first begun.
I can just hear mum playing this and singing, and dad whistling along!

My second standout song is “How great thou art " Written by Carl Baberg Translated by Stuart Hine.
Growing up in the country I was taught a love of the land, and of the beauty of nature. Nature is my
happy place, and I love exploring this amazing world that God has given us. There is so much to see,
and if we just open our eyes, there’s beauty and poetry around every corner. I have been blessed to
see some truly amazing sights, and this song just springs to mind so often, as I watch in truly awesome wonder! And as the song plays through in my heart for a while, I am always reminded how
much the artist who put this world together cares about each of us. A humbling thought!

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee
How great Thou art, how great Thou art
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee
How great Thou art, how great Thou art
How great Thou art, how great Thou art
Jenny Curtis

Page 4

Page 5

JESUS IN THE RICE
As Lutheran Christians, we believe that Jesus comes to us in his body and blood. This is true to what
we see in the scriptures. Jesus comes to his people in many ways, through many means and many
people who love Jesus deeply and want to share their love of Jesus with others.
Since the beginning of 2020, the scourge of the COVID-19 pandemic has caused so much death, destruction and distress worldwide. In our country, food and other supplies have continued despite border closures, lockdowns and stress beyond calculation for so many of our fellow-Australians. The supermarket we shop at has shelves full of every imaginable foodstuff. Let’s put our situation in perspective by looking beyond our shores.
First, we have a look at Nepal; in the Fire magazine (Asia focus Australia), came the report of mothers
in Nepal cooking tree roots for their children. Can you imagine the desperation of those mothers? No
well-stocked supermarket around the corner for them! Even if there were, what resources would they
have to buy food? No work, no income, no government support such as we enjoy in our country. The
following excerpt is from the latest Fire edition; Pastor Rabindra Das from Nepal writes, ‘my staff and I
worked actively to provide physical care, support (e.g. emergency food relief) and prayer to those
whose lives were most affected. We coordinated with pastors and church leaders who encouraged
and supported any of their church members and those in neighbouring communities who were in desperate need. It was great to see how our good work glorified our Lord and even brought many to
know Jesus…God kept (him) safe throughout the mission trips until the last trip when (he) unfortunately became infected with the virus from a Covid-positive co-worker. In the midst of this he reflected on God’s calling and prayed that if the Lord allowed him to live, he would continue to serve God
and his churches but if he didn’t live, he was very happy to go and be with Jesus.’
Vietnam is the next place we look at to see Jesus in the rice. We have regular communications with
two women in Vietnam who call us Mum and Dad. They are passionate for Jesus and sharing the gospel but once again, they are working in challenging circumstances, with few resources. The approach
our ‘daughters’ take is to buy rice, take it to needy families/individuals and together with the rice,
sharing the gospel of Jesus with the recipients. Jesus is in the rice; these people, living in a Communist
country, are hungry for the good news of God’s Kingdom. They may not recognise their need but it
soon becomes apparent that the love of Jesus comes in the rice. This leads to people accepting Jesus
as their saviour, often a number of people in a day. We share mutual prayers and from our end, how
blessed we are to be able to send resources to enable them to bless others.
One ‘daughter’ fasted, using her personal food supply in order to give food to others. Naturally, we
were concerned about her wellbeing, but God has not forgotten her. Both of these women are unvaccinated due to the shortage of vaccine supply. One of them is living in a place where there are many
Covid cases but so far, she’s okay, despite having had symptoms that could have been Covid.
I conclude with a further quote from Pastor Rabindra; ‘If I can do my duty as God assigned me, I am a
successful person. Achieving everything without Jesus is achieving nothing. Losing Jesus is losing life.
He’s learned how important faith is, giving trust and hope for the future and how weak we are without Jesus.’
Joy Christian.
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More favourite hymns

….

Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands
To choose one’s favourite hymn is an impossibility. There are too many good hymns to choose from! One of
my favourite composers, though, is Martin Luther. His hymns have great content. They’re often difficult to
sing, but the melodies are ‘strong’. Often, as in the case of the Communion hymn ‘O Lord, we praise you, bless
you and adore you’ (LHS 295), it’s the rhythm, more so than the melody, that carries the hymn. Get the rhythm
wrong and the tune falls flat as well!

One of the most beautiful of Luther’s hymns—and one that is least known—is his translation of the fifth century
Christmas hymn, ‘A solis ortu cardine’. Luther’s version begins, “Christ we must now praise” [Christum wir sollen loben schon]. For this hymn he simply used the melody that had been in use for centuries. A modified version, more suited for congregational singing and possibly done by Luther himself, has been used in LHS at nos.
311 and 313. You can hear a very fine rendition of the original on YouTube at this address: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-P7IwA6XsUo

Perhaps my favourite by Luther is his Easter hymn, “Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands” [LHS 89]. It has
lots of Biblical content. That Jesus was “given [into death] for our offences” (in Luther’s text, ‘sins’), brings to
mind Romans 4:25, “Jesus our Lord … was delivered up for our trespasses”. That He now “stands” at the right
hand of God (a thought added by the translator) is true to the vision that Stephen was given before he was
stoned to death (Acts 7:56).
The loss by death of its sting (stanza 2 in our version) is a clear reference to 1 Cor 15:55, “O death, where is your
victory? O death, where is your sting?” Our stanza 3 tells about Jesus the Passover Lamb whose blood marks
our door, so rescuing us from the devil’s harm (Exodus 12:23; 1 Cor 5:7b). So, we keep the festival (1 Cor 5:8),
since Christ is the sun who gives us His warmth and light (Malachi 4:2; Luke 1:78). In stanza 5 there’s another
reference to the old and evil leaven being purged out of us by Christ (1 Cor 5:8) and His word of grace. That He
alone feeds the soul is a reminder of what He says in John 6 about Himself as the Bread of life. Indeed, every
holy Supper we feed on Him, the risen Lord, who assures us that He will raise up our bodies at the last Day (Jn
6:40, 44, 54) so that we may dwell eternally in Him and He in us. This hymn is full of rejoicing in the victory Jesus has won for us. Each stanza ends with the refrain, “Hallelujah!”, “Praise the Lord!”
—Pastor David Buck
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My favorite hymns...
My Favourite Hymn No 881

Verse 1 Thy power throughout the universe displayed..
In Alaska we marvelled at the power needed to push the river of ice. It is 1 mile wide, 250 feet above water
and 250 feet under the water

Verse 2 I hear the birds
We saw the birds in South Africa , Flamingos on a
lake

Verse 2 When I look down from Lofty mountain
A view in the Rocky mountains in Canada

We thank God for the opportunity to marvel at the creation in such a wonderful world he has given us to live in.

Malcolm and Pauline Paech
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CONNECTING…
Connections are very important. Without connections things needing electricity don’t work. The power is there, but if it is
not connected to the device it’s meant to operate it’s useless.
What connects people to each other? In the first place, we’re connected to our biological family through birth. Everyone
has a mum and dad regardless of how parenthood may have occurred. When God makes us his dearly loved child in baptism, we become a part of God’s family and we become a part of God’s story, just as we have our earthly story.
Listening to another’s story is very important; listening carefully that is! Most often, there is a story behind the story. The
words may tell one story but the body language can be saying something else. Sadly, so many people’s story only comes
out in their obituary, after they have died. I would love to know the real story of my ancestors, those brave people who left
Europe to come to an unknown country on the other side of the world.
There are many facets to a person’s story, each one playing a part in the whole, each one interacting with and affecting the
other in some way. Where you were born, where you grew up, where you went to school and what work you do or did is all
a part of your story. As a Christian, you have another important layer of story to tell. This is your testimony of God’s love
and grace for you, personally, connecting you to other members of God’s family. Most of us have grown up in Christian
homes with caring Christian parents, grandparents and others who have nurtured us in God’s family. Others have gone further into their life’s journey before they have met Jesus and the gifts and grace he offers. Imagine their story as they meet
Jesus and walk with him!
St Marks has people who team up each month from February to November each year to visit those for whom life has become more challenging. They may be in a nursing home, hospital, a retirement village or still in their own home. These people have the opportunity to share their story with those who visit them, so what a wonderful opportunity to listen to the
story of their unfolding journey. It’s sometimes surprising what people share about their life, the warts and all story can be
confronting, or it can be a source of inspiration, especially as people share about God at work in their life. Both facets are
important in communicating the story! One of the recurring comments in the ‘diary’ of visits is ‘we had a lovely chat.’ Keeping people connected with their fellow Christians is vital as their ability and mobility change with age.

Sometimes the visitors take their lunch and eat it with the people they are visiting. Sharing stories over a meal is one of the
best ways of connecting in a relaxed and enjoyable setting. Jesus ate with people of all kinds much to the consternation of
the ‘religious’ people of his time. Times have changed but the Sunday lunch was once a great time of fellowship, sharing
stories, and in the country looking over the farm of the host. Sharing the Bread of Life during visits is mutual nourishment
for the spiritual lives of the recipients as well as the visitors. Many older people have a great love for Psalm 23, have memorised it and other favourite scriptures and hymns.
A big thank you to these teams and all the other people who quietly go about caring and connecting with members and
others through St Marks and your witness to God’s goodness and grace. Keep the story telling and listening going to the
praise and glory of God!
Joy Christian
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Top 10 Most Popular Hymns of All Time and Their History
Amazing Grace, John Newton (1779)
Most of us have heard the familiar words, “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like
me.” The author of the hymn was, by his own admission, a “wretch.” He was a slave trader, a blasphemer,
a rebel, an immoral man, a torturer, and as far from grace as anyone could ever be. During America’s Second Great Awakening, the song was paired with its familiar tune and was widely used in camp meetings
and revival services. Today, its lyrics still inspire, encourage, and instruct people about the radical reality of
God’s amazing grace.

Holy, Holy, Holy, Reginald Heber (1861)
Long before Reginald Heber penned the words to this famous hymn, the prophet Isaiah had a vision and
heard the call of the angels — “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”.

Be Thou My Vision, attributed to Dallán Forgaill, (6th century A.D.)
Most people have heard of St. Patrick, or at least celebrated his day’s namesake. Fewer people, however,
have heard of the blind Irish monk, Dallan Forgaill, author of “Be Thou My Vision.”. Today, the exalted
words and Godward vision of the song are loved by believers just as they were hundreds of years ago by
the Irish believers.

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing, Robert Robinson (1757)
Robert Robinson was what you would call an “unruly child.”. At the age of 22, he wrote the song “Come
Thou Fount,” for his church’s Pentecost celebration. It was written as his own spiritual story — a story of
pursuing pleasure and joy, and only experiencing it when “Jesus sought me.” Millions of believers can relate
to Robinson’s testimony — “Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,” and the glorious testimony, “O to grace how
great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!”

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, Martin Luther (c. 1528)
It is fitting that this hymn, known as “The Battle Hymn of the Reformation,” speaks of fortresses, strategy,
ancient foes, and winning the battle. In Martin Luther’s time, it was an all-out battle for the faith..”

How Great Thou Art, Carl Gustav Boberg (1885)
It’s a prayer, a plea, and a declaration of God’s infinite greatness. This song was written by Carl Gustav Boberg, a 26-year old pastor in Sweden., Now, the song is sung by millions of Christians in dozens of languages, all praying the same heartfelt prayer of “humble adoration, “My God, how great Thou art!”
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Top 10 Most Popular Hymns of All Time and Their History
….continued

How Firm a Foundation, R. Keene (1787)
When it first appeared in print, the author’s name was only listed as “K” leaving many baffled as to the
true author of the song. Extensive research has uncovered the songwriter. English pastor John Rippon
published the hymnbook, A Selection of Hymns from the Best Authors, in which the song first appeared. ke.”

Great Is Thy Faithfulness, Thomas Chisholm (1923)
It’s inspiring to hear about hymns that were written in extraordinary circumstances — thunderstorms,
shipwrecks, or life-shaking events. Still, not every great hymn was written in the throes of danger or
the heights of exultation This hymn for the ordinary Christian is about an extraordinary God.

In Christ Alone, Keith Getty and Stuard Townend (2001)
Although it is a modern hymn, the song “In Christ Alone” has been a heartfelt favorited of so many that
it is part of this list. The song was written by Keith Getty with Stuart Townend. Getty’s goal as he collaborated with Townend on the song was to tell a story, “the whole gospel story in one song.”

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross, Isaac Watts (1707)
Isaac Watts was one of the most prolific of all English hymn writers. Today, he is referred to as the
“Father of English Hymnody.” Out of his nearly 800 hymn texts “When I Survey” is considered to be his
best and most poignant.

others;
It is Well, Horacio Spafford (1873)
All Creatures Of Our God and King, St. Francis of Assisi (1225)
All Hail The Power of Jesus Name, Edward Perronet (1779)
Blessed Assurance, Fanny Crosby (1873)

To God Be The Glory, Fanny Crosby (1872)
Jesus Paid it All, Elvina Hall (1865)
Crown Him With Many Crowns, Matthew Bridges (1852)
At the Cross, Isaac Watts (1707)
Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus, Helen Lemmel (1922)

What a Friend We Have in Jesus, Joseph M. Scriven (words in 1855) and Charles
Converse (Music in 1868)
Source. Sharefaith.com
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My favourite hymn.
One of my favourite hymns is because I knew the author the words and music and the circumstances
at the time of her writing. Grace (Pfitzner) Simpson penned these words when she was diagnosed
with terminal cancer. The song “God give you joy” All Together Now 294. Is a great example of
Grace’s trust and joy and an encouragement to me.
Verse 2 reads…

God give you faith to lean on him each day,
God give you grace to trust him and obey:
May he fit you for each task

And wrap you in his love.
God give you joy always.
John Schultz

Sitting in church today 27/9 this appears on the screen at the beginning of service.
James 5:13
Are any among you suffering? They should pray.
Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise.
Over the years through the ups and downs of life I have found that hymns can be helpful in
times of joy AND in times of suffering.

Blessed Assurance is one ( note one, I have many!) that can be heard at either time.
This book too is a favourite of mine that gives a bit of background to each hymn. Highly recommended. Blessed Assurance is an oldie written by Fanny Crosby. She wrote more than 8000
hymns in her life (1820-1915) and she was blind! How inspiring is that?
Growing up attending Sunday school and youth fellowship, songs were a major part of the
time. They must have been as I remember the words so well as we sang them over and over
again. Songs like The best book to read is the Bible, Hear the cents a dropping, Running
over, Shout for joy.
These are the songs I've sung to my grandchildren.
What a legacy we can leave through hymns.
I love to tell the story
'Twill be my theme in glory To tell the old old story
Of Jesus and His love.
(AC Hayley)
Jane Hill
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St Marks Update

'Bernard Jackson was confirmed on the 26th September
2021 at St Mark's Lutheran Church. This was the culmination of much reflection and preparation that began
when Bernard and Lyn were married at St Mark's in
2020. Lyn was subsequently baptised here and her and
Bernie began a confirmation course a short time later.
Lyn's health deteriorated during this time until her
death in early 2021. Bernard continued the journey they
had started together and was pleased to be able to confirm the faith he and Lyn shared. We thank God for Bernard and his example of faith. We pray for God's ongoing grace and guidance in his life.'

At first this just looks like a plain stack of chairs
Chairs with great history, but low aesthetic flair.
You see we have had these for 45 years,
They’ve seen plenty of luncheons, functions and tears.
Back when we started, money was tight

So members donated, they did what was right.
21 bucks was the cost of each chair,
A fair bit back then when the coffers were bare.
The time has now come as they’re taking up space,
To send them on to their final resting place.
They’ve now gone to Oakfield on old Hawthorn Road

For BBQ’s, gatherings and taking off a load.
They’ve served us all well from when St Marks was starting,
But now comes the time when our relationship is parting.
Thank you yellow chairs for your years of seating
For facilitating many a good Lutheran meeting!
Val Schild and Ali Schulz.
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Around the LCA..
LCA Queensland has
112 places of worship 26 schools and Colleges

59 early childhood /outside school hours services
22 aged and community care centres 2 campsites
Government censuses indicate that about 190,000 Australians and New Zealanders identify as Lutheran. In practice, though, the Lutheran Church of Australia (LCA), which includes the Lutheran Church of
New Zealand (LCNZ), is a relatively small Christian
denomination, with about 30,000 regular worshippers. By contrast, the worldwide
Lutheran Church, with around 80 million adherents, is the second largest non-Catholic church (and the largest Protestant church) in the world.

Bishop-elect Pastor Paul Smith
LCANZ bishop-elect Pastor Paul Smith says he is ‘humbled’ by his election by General Synod and has asked for the prayers of church members as he prepares to take up
the role next year.

Bishop-elect Paul, is the immediate past bishop of the LCAQD, was elected to the
role for an initial six-year term by delegates to the LCANZ’s historic 20th Convention
of General Synod. He will succeed Bishop John Henderson, who has served as bishop
since 2013.
Bishop-elect Paul and Pastor Matt Anker, who serves the church as Assistant to the
Bishop – International Mission, were the two candidates nominated for the role .

‘I pray God’s blessing on this decision to call me to the work of bishop’, Bishop-elect
Paul told the historic online gathering after his election. ‘I am humbled, and I am
deeply aware that I am an earthen vessel, serving for Christ’s sake through faith and
knowing that we share in the Lord’s promise that our labours in the Lord’s name are
never in vain. The Lord will continue to build his church and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.’
As well as thanking his wife Heidi and family for their support and praying a blessing for outgoing Bishop
John, Bishop-elect Paul also acknowledged Pastor Matt.‘I also thank Pastor Matt Anker for his Christian
service in accepting nomination’, Pastor Paul said. ‘I look forward to working with you, Pastor Matt, as
you continue to serve in the church.
‘Finally, I ask you to pray for me and for the communities of our church in Australia and New Zealand as
we continue to labour together in the cause of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Ordained in 1988, Bishop-elect Paul has served in school ministry at Trinity Lutheran College Ashmore, St
Peters Lutheran College Indooroopilly and Pacific Lutheran College Caloundra, and in parish ministry at
Tailem Bend-Karoonda Parish and Immanuel Lutheran Church North Adelaide, and at Good Shepherd at
Toowoomba. He was bishop of the LCAQD from 2015 until earlier this year .
In addition to serving on the LCA’s College of Bishops and General Church Council and in various district
roles, Bishop-elect Paul’s churchwide service has also included being a member of the Commission on
Theology and Inter-Church Relations and the Commission on Social and Bioethical Questions .
Bishop-elect Paul, who grew up in Far North Queensland with no Lutheran congregational background, is
married to Heidi and they have three adult children.
In a first for the LCANZ, its General Synod met online for the first part of a two-part convention to be held
across two years, with more than 385 delegates engaging with the worship and business sessions on Day 1
via the internet conferencing system Zoom.
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MARGRIT FRIEBEL’S STORY OF MIRACLES AND BLESSINGS
Together with our parents Kurt and Helga Schmidt (nee Bluhm/Blums), we arrived in Australia on 22 December, 1948. I
was six, my sister Renate four and my brother Ivar had his second birthday when we were sent to Bonegilla Migrant
Camp, Wodonga Vic on the Murray River.

We had come to Melbourne on the SS Protea. Our allocated numbers were 595 – 599 but the total number of passengers
was 782. Males were at one end of the ship, with females and small children in the other part. Passengers came from
Germany, Hungary, Russia, Ukraine, Latvia, Estonia, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Most passengers were World War
II refugees or displaced persons. My only memory is the closeness of people on shore as we sailed along the Suez Canal –
and the huge oranges the locals in small boats were selling.

My dad was born in Estonia and my mother in Latvia. My dad’s parents had met in Siberia when the Russians deported
anyone who had property, were educated or opposed the government. Grandmother Schmidt had gone to Siberia with
her first husband and child who both died while there. The story of my paternal grandparents’ subsequent meeting was a
miracle and it led to my birth - that miracle is part of my story too.

All Baltic Germans were asked by the Baltic countries to leave and return to Germany. They were unwelcome there however as Germany was unsure of where their loyalties lay – Germany or Russia -and sent them on to Poland (Poznan – Posen). There my parents met and married and my sister and I were born. (Incidentally, Poznan is the name of the footbridge over the Southern Expressway south of Honeypot Rd, Hackham. A lovely reminder of my roots every time we
come to Noarlunga.)
In January, 1945, after being in Poland since 1939, my mother Helga, Renate and I plus grandparents Schmidt left for the
Poznan railway station, walking in the winter snow. Dad was digging trenches on the front. The pram, nappies and one
change of clothes each was all they had. At the station, I was very cold so I got on the train with grandparents Schmidt:
the train took off before Helga could get on with the pram and Renate! As the train moved away, they shouted to each
other and arranged to meet at Meissen where there was a relative. Unfortunately, the train with the Schmidt grandparents and me didn’t stop at that station. Mum eventually caught the second last train to Berlin. There she was befriended
by an older lady who took them in and looked after Renate while mum went to the train station each day to search for
the Schmidt grandparents and me. After a fruitless week, she decided to find her own parents and twin sister Hilde. So
she went again to the station and had to go down one level to get her ticket (while another kind person looked after my
sister in the pram) and as she looked down, spotted her mother-in-law who, it turned out, had also been at the train station each day for the week but they had missed each other as they were each on different floor levels. Great re-union!
Grandparents Schmidt stayed in Berlin with a cousin as grandfather Schmidt was unwell and we didn’t ever see them
again. Mum plus TWO children went searching for her parents in a different area of Germany. She eventually met up
with her parents and twin sister. Great re-union again!

One day as Tante Hilde (mums twin sister) was shaking the blanket/doona out the window, she spotted my father walking
the streets, looking for us. He had heard we were in that area but had no idea which village. Another great re-union!

We had the option of migrating to England, Canada or Australia. Dad decided that Canada was the best option. We
caught the train to Turin, Italy where we had to wait one month. During that time Renate and I caught Scarlet Fever and
we missed that ship. As Australia had been our second choice, we ended up here in Oz.
The next major miracle was my accepting the call to serve on the Mission field in PNG – where unexpectedly I was sent to
work in Madang rather than Lae. I met Fred on my third day there. We returned to Australia with 2 children, the other
three being born in Victoria.

Each one of us has miracles and blessings running through our lives, no matter how ordinary we think that life is. ‘Chance’
re-unions perhaps, but also the kindness of strangers; the miracle of seeing a dewdrop in a spiders web; the beauty of
nature; the smile from a loved one or a stranger; the miracle of family, even if it is stretched to the limit at times; the miracle of friendship and companionship; the blessing of church community.
However, as we all know, the greatest miracle of all is Christ’s love for each and every one of us. His saving grace, forgiveness, guidance and leading - and that He knew my name and story before I was even conceived. Truly humbling!
--oo0oo---
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Women’s Fellowship News
It was the annual Flower Power afternoon at St Paul’s Nursing
Home in Hahndorf on Tuesday 28th September. A group of us took
bunches of home-grown blooms and greenery and helped about 20
residents make their own floral arrangements. The creations were
delightful, and the residents seemed to really enjoy the experience!
Our WF ladies helped out where needed, trimming stems and
coaxing stalks into the floral foam when it was difficult for elderly
fingers. We also had the opportunity to meet and chat with many
lovely and interesting people.
Joy C. reminded me that we call the outing to St Paul’s Nursing
Home “Flower Power”. The power of the flower shows up in the
amazing show of colour, reflecting a colourful Creator; and when the
flowers are arranged by the residents, the Women’s Fellowship
members derive as much joy and pleasure as the residents. It’s a
very fulfilling time all round.
It was my first visit to St Paul’s, but others have been many times.
Carlene recalls when we first began this type of visit, a resident said how much she enjoyed the experience, and would we come back? Like next week?! So Carlene assured her that it would be the
following year during Spring. The visits have not lost their popularity! And during this visit Carlene
was happily fetching special flowers from other tables (Do you think I could have some of that Lilac
on that table?) and remembered having the Indian Hawthorn in her garden. Carlene’s summation
“Visiting the past is one of the joys of this Sensory experience which we call Flower Power - surely
well named!”
Val helped a lovely 80 year plus old lady and while chatting discovered she grew up in Murray
Bridge. In Val’s words “As you all know, David grew up in Murray Bridge. She told me that she lived
on Doyle Road at “Hungry Hill” which was on the northern outskirts of the town. I said to her, blow me
down, that’s the exact road that David and his family lived on as well!! The suburb is now called the
rather more distinguished “Northern Heights”. We think that
she lived there about 20 years before David did as he
can’t recall her at all. It sure is a small world!”
St Mark’s members may know that Glen Matthias is now a
resident in the St Pauls homes. He told Val that he came
along as he thought he would recognise some of the St
Mark’s ladies. While Glen didn’t partake in the flower arranging he had a good chat to the ladies he knew from St
Mark’s days. Glen & Norma were members at our church up
to 2007 when they moved to Woodside.
My memorable experience was one dear old lady
commenting on how lovely the smell of the flowers was, and
how much she was looking forward to having her flower
arrangement in her room that night. I was really touched
by how much joy she experienced from the afternoon.
Thanks to all the ladies who attended – I haven’t named
everyone – you know who you are! Hope you got as much
pleasure from the afternoon as I did. I feel sure the residents loved it too!
Report humbly submitted by Vicki McNeil
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CHURCH REGISTER
Pastoral Acts from June – September 2021
Baptisms
Date
Name
Born
12/9/21
Audra Catie Bolto
30/6/21
Confirmation
Date
Name
26/9/21
Bernard Jackson
Membership In
Date
Name
21
Friebel, Fred & Margrit
21
Kmit, Amy, Grace & Immanuel
21
Voigt, Bill & Wendy
21
Voigt, Alex
Funerals
Date
Name
Born
5/7/21
Lynette Jackson
26/10/55

Parents
Hayden & Nicole Bolto

From
Morphett Vale
St Michael’s Hahndorf
St Michael’s Hahndorf
Grace, Bridgewater
Died
23/6/21

Contact St Mark’s

The Matters Editorial team

Editor: Michael Pfeiffer

Our Pastor– Ps. Ben Pfeiffer. Tel 0402 825 173
Email <pfeiffer241@gmail.com

Chairman: Ian Pfeiffer

Proof-reader: Joy Christian

Church Secretary: Janice Cecil 8391 1695 (office)

Photographer: Sharon Heyne

Worship Coordinator: Sharon Heyne
School Principal: James Heyne 8391 0444
(School )
POSTAL ADDRESS: St Mark’s Lutheran Church,
PO Box 836, Mt Barker SA 5251
Web address: stmarksmtbarker.org.au
Email St Marks Matters: fifer@adam.com.au

Keep updated using the web site or having the Sunday bulletin delivered each Friday by email by registering online. St Marks Matters is also distributed electronically to
our growing list of registered users.
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Inberendi band

The Inn Inberendi

St Marks School letter drop

Out & About At
St Marks

Ladies Fellowship visit St Paul's home

Advent Candles
Christmas Eve service

It has been a privilege to publish
The Mayors Prayer breakfast

St Mark’s Matters .
Mrs Mibus

The Editor
Thanks You!

Ava Mibus

Visit to St Paul's

School art project

School Debate

School sports
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