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In This Issue 

Goodbyes  
 
Saint Paul writes, ‘I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now 
there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award 
to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing’ (2 Tim 4:7-
8). 

 
We have had a series of goodbyes at St Mark’s.  
We have said goodbye to Vicar Joseph and his family, Maricel, Aaron, Elijah and Abi-
gail. It has been a joy and privilege to have them among us. Joseph has served us 
with his gifts and been a special help around the office during the COVID-19 re-
strictions. Joseph has blessed us by bringing us God’s word, leading online services 
and studies. He has grown in confidence and readiness for ministry. The congrega-
tion has supported him in his development and his vicarage has been a very valua-
ble time for all involved.  
 
We have also said a more difficult goodbye to Ivy Marsh, who died on June 4th, and 
whose funeral was held at St Mark’s on June 12th. Ivy had battled cancer for many 
years and had exhausted all avenues of treatment. She died, as she lived, a humble, 
kind-hearted servant of Christ. She finished her race in faith and the above reading 
was one of her funeral texts. Her husband John cared for her until her dying day. 
Now it is our turn to continue caring for him and his family.  
 
We have also said goodbye to Neil Launer, who died on June 6th, and whose funeral 
was held at St Mark’s on June 15th. Both were private services due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, without the traditional Lutheran wake. In the Eulogy, Erica acknowledged 
that this wasn’t quite ‘fitting’ for a man who was so open and friendly and enjoyed 
a chat with anyone. Neil’s funeral text was also his confirmation text, Psalm 23, 
which reminds us how the Good Shepherd leads us through both the dark valleys 
and green pastures of life, towards our heavenly home.  
 
We have had a series of goodbyes at St Mark’s, and goodbyes are never easy.  
For Christians, however, we do not say goodbye or farewell, without hope. Our 
goodbyes are always mixed with thanksgiving and joy for how God blesses us 
through others, and the eternal plans he has for them and us and all who ‘long for 
his appearing.’  
 
We are currently making plans for the resumption of worship services at St Mark’s. 
How strange. As we say goodbye to several members, we prepare to say hello to 
one another. We look forward to joining together again for worship and fellowship, 
to once again share our joys and sorrows. It will be a process and one we need to 
take time and care with. But we trust that our Lord, ‘the righteous Judge’ and ‘Good 
Shepherd’ is preparing the way before us. God bless you and see you soon!  
Pastor Ben 
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Connection!  

At St. Marks  

School 

 

The year 2020 will be one that will be etched in the minds of us all for a long while to come. Some say that 

life will never be the same again. That all of humanity will be forever haunted by the tragic loss of life, un-

told suffering, a global economy on the brink of collapse, a time when even our freedom was somewhat 

curtailed. 

However, Covid-19 has also been an opportunity to reset. To pause. To reflect. To consider another way of 

being. This pandemic has reawakened our sense of life’s true meaning and purpose.  It has taught us 

much about ourselves, our resilience and our ability to adapt to change quickly. Lockdown during Covid-

19 has also taught us the importance of human connection. 

 

At the end of Term 1, the very few students who were still joining us each day finally left us. On that very 

last day, I remember so many of them were quite distressed that the term had been cut short and that 

there was no set date for return. The thought of learning from home, across a platform they had little or no 

understanding or awareness of, was a frightening prospect for some and yet exciting for others. AND, 

what they would ALL miss most… were their friends, their teachers and this place St Mark’s. Tears flowed 

freely and not only from our students but also many parents. St Mark’s provided a home from home. We 

are the place that nurtures connection, welcomes celebration… where some come for a word of advice 

or encouragement, a helping hand or to just hear God’s precious Word. 

 

Teachers on the other hand welcomed the extra few days for preparation into a future that hardly anyone 

could comprehend. Each one buckled down and in little or no time were able to adjust teaching pro-

grams, design quality learning tasks, navigate various platforms, upload and finally schedule tasks so that 

each child was able to continue learning remotely.  

 

We opened Term 2 with many classrooms only half filled but we never lost connection! Each day began 

with a Zoom session. This allowed students learning from home to see their friends at school and vice ver-

sa. Oh the blessing of technology! 

 

As the term continued and students returned, we began to think of a new way of doing what we look for-

ward to most - our weekly worship is now over the airways. We thank Pastor for continuing to come into 

the school to record his messages. Our students pray, sing praise and listen in their individual classrooms 

as mandated by government authorities, but this experience is still keeping our students connected with 

the Word of God. 

 

Our students enjoy school assemblies and sharing their learning. This too is pre-recorded, but viewed sim-

ultaneously across the school. This again is much needed connection – connection across year levels. 

 

Covid-19 has caused us to not only do things in different ways, but also to pause and consider what is 

most significant. Learning is significant, or in other words, a priority at St Mark’s, but so is connection. As 

we journey to the other side of Covid-19 our teachers are deliberating how to carve out time within the 

demands of Australian Curriculum to ensure that they can engage students in deep conversations about 

all matters and not just those that relate to prescribed learning. They seek to encourage students to en-

gage in authentic tasks that encourage them to learn the soft skills of sharing, listening and caring – the 

very skills that will see them connect with others in profound ways. After all, it is only through our connec-

tion with others that we become truly human.  

 

Please join me in praising God and giving thanks for the continued safety of our students and staff during 

this most challenging time. 

Loredana Saracini 

Deputy Principal 
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FAREWELL TO THE VICAR  
 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!  

It’s hard to believe that 6 months have passed already and that it’s nearly time for my vicarage 
to come to an end. What a time it has been, though! From a run of the mill beginning, through the Covid-19 pandemic, now 
coming to a time where things begin to return to some sense of normal, I never could have imagined that it would be like 
this. 

 

Firstly, let me thank you all for the incredible opportunity it has been to serve as your Vicar under Pastor Ben. The many 
different experiences that I have had under his guidance will no doubt serve me well as I seek to serve the Church into the 
future. It has been such a privilege to be mentored by him throughout this time and I am very grateful for it. 

 

Let me also thank you for the way that we have been so incredibly welcomed into your congregation. Though we had such 
a limited time together at the beginning of my vicarage, my family and I were overwhelmed by the way you supported and 
encouraged us in this journey. Our greatest sadness will be that we did not have near enough time together to be able to 
get to know you all better. I know that God has been working through you during this time to grow me more and more into 
the servant that He wants me to be.  

 

As we finish our time here at St Mark’s, please keep us in your prayers as we enter the final stages of preparation for      
ministry. May the Lord bless you all as much as you have blessed us, and we look forward to returning to share in fellow-
ship once restrictions have sufficiently eased! 

In Christ, Vicar Joseph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W.F.H. is an acronym that has become very popular over the last few months. 

For those who don’t know, it stands for Working From Home. 

W.F.H. has its pros and cons. Some of the pros are; 

- you can walk to work in a matter of seconds 

- you can concentrate without external distraction 

- you can enjoy the moments of sunshine in the garden. 

Some of the cons are; 

the only creature to talk to is the cat 

the wonder of technology isn’t always wonderful 

aches and pains increase due to a lack of exercise. 

One of the real blessings has been watching the church services online every Sunday morning. Pastor Ben and Vicar Joseph, thank you 

and your team of behind the scenes people for giving us a way of refocusing our minds upon God and asking Him to relieve our fears of 

any concerns this pandemic may have raised. Mark Frost 

   W.F.H. 
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                Read and Remember  

Eugenia Ginzburg was a Russian author. In the 1930s, she was a political prisoner in Stalin’s infamous 
prison system. Her survival was a feat of human courage. Ginzburg survived years of isolation and depriva-
tion by calling on the reams of prose and poetry that she had stored in her memory. These words became a 
type of food for her — feeding her need for stimulation and her need to connect with humanity. I read 

Ginzburg’s memoirs years ago and have often reflected on them. If placed in solitary confinement for a 
long period of time it makes sense that you would call on your mental reserves. But the question is, what 
would you have in reserve?  
 
I fear that if I was in Ginzburg’s position I’d be hearing a lot of “Happy Birthday” and “Ten Green Bottles.” 
Memorisation is not my strong point and, unlike other times in history, this skill is no longer seen as a pri-
ority. Recently we have experienced our own type of isolation. Our isolation was brought on by a very dif-
ferent set of circumstances and it was far more comfortable. Most of us had what we needed including 
food and fresh air. I was also glad to have my favourite books and the time to do a little extra reading. 
 
Ben and I recently took an online course in Shakespeare’s Hamlet. We enjoyed looking at the text togeth-

er. I thought the line in Act I: Scene I, “This bodes some strange eruption to our state” would have made 
an excellent news headline when coronavirus first struck. The other line that resonated with me was Ham-
let’s lament in Act II: Scene II, “I could be bound in a nutshell, and count myself a king of infinite space, 

were it not that I have bad dreams.” This line reminded me that although humans are very capable we of-

ten limit ourselves by putting“…were it not for” or “…if only” at the end of our sentences. Ginzburg did not 

suffer this problem. In fact, she used her stored memories to transcend her prison ‘nutshell’ and in this 
way she endured many hardships.  
 
In the week of Good Shepherd Sunday, Ben challenged the young people of our congregation to commit 
Psalm 23 to memory. This would have been an easy task for my Papa’s generation. My Papa finished for-
mal education in Year 7, but he could assail you with whole passages of remembered scripture! Given that 
I have heard Psalm 23 many times I thought I would be able to recall it easily … apparently not. I am 
pleased to say that with a little friendly competition from our 6-year-old and a chocolate prize on offer 
from Ben (yes, he did waive the age limit) I soon had the lines sured up.  
 
The Psalm 23 challenge was a good reminder that there is benefit in checking in with your reserves. What 
do you have committed to memory? What texts or passages have you furnished your mind with and could 
you call on them if required? I have a lot of work to do, but it’s been a good reminder that this is a useful 
and enjoyable pastime.  
 
I hope you have found some enjoyable pastimes in recent months too. Happy reading! Meghan Pfeiffer 

 

Continued 

Our worship services were also well received with an average of around 230 views a Sunday from lounge rooms around 

Australia (and overseas). A special thank you to Pastor Ben, Vicar Joseph, Sharon, and all those behind the scenes who 

helped to make worship at home possible during the restrictions.  

For those who were identified as not having access to our internet options, a fantastic team of members supported our 

church office by delivering printed copies of the weekly sermon and bulletin. Some new connections were made between 

members who wouldn’t normally have an opportunity to meet at our regular church services. We welcome our regular 

church services back (with some of the extra restrictions still being observed) but we are grateful to the connection initia-

tives that we embraced during the restrictions.  

Emma Graetz 

Connecting in new Ways 
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You have probably all seen the bumper sticker or Church 

Board which says “let go- and let God”. 

I also have a box of some very special things that I value and 

because I value them I am very careful that I do not lose 

them. So I decided that I am going to keep very    careful 

track of them. You see I am not good at letting go. 

Airports are fascinating places to go and just sit and watch 

people and the relationships that exist between groups or 

families.  One thing is for certain though…..many people 

struggle with letting go. 

Picture this scene.  The flight attendant makes a P.A.       

announcement welcoming people to flight such and such.  

The gate is now ready for boarding.  People stand up ready 

to go, wanting to move to the gate and board but wanting 

to stay with family or friends at the same time.  Hugs and 

kisses are shared all around and tears start  falling.  The per-

son gets closer and closer to the gate and then turns for 

another round of goodbyes.  Their boarding pass is checked 

and they start to go through but stop and go back for round 

three.  Eventually they get into the air bridge and with a 

final wave they are gone.  People go running up to the win-

dow and walk on one side of the glass while the person who 

is leaving is on the other and for as far as they can 

go…..they continue to say goodbye.  Some people even 

stand their waving all the way to the plane and some stay 

till the plane leaves  still waving thinking that the person 

who is going will still see them.  Letting go can be a very 

hard thing to do.  

Is letting go something that you struggle with?  Letting go of 

a habit that you want to kick…but time after time going 

back because of the comfort or security it offers?  Letting go 

of a grudge or anger toward a person or organisation be-

cause somehow holding it gives you a funny sense of power 

or righteousness or pride?  What is it in your life that you 

have trouble with letting go? 

  

LETTING   GO 

What about when it comes to God….do you have 

trouble letting go too?  Letting go of the box that 

you have put God in…because to open the box 

means that you have to come face to face with a 

God who challenges and calls and sends?    Do you 

find it difficult to let go and trust in a gracious, lov-

ing God because you have been duped by the cul-

ture of the world that exalts and honors self-made 

individuals? 

Some  years ago, a movie was released called 

‘Finding Nemo’ a very strong message is conveyed 

by Dory and his trouble with Letting Go from inside 

the whale’s belly because he is unsure what awaits 

him even though by holding on he faces death any 

way.  Nemo constantly urges him until with great 

uncertainty Dory finally let go and finds freedom. 

While we have just experienced the glorious resur-

rection at Easter where Jesus “let go” and com-

mends himself to His Father.  

Then again at his Ascension, Jesus saying to us, ‘It’s 

time to let go….everything is going to be okay.’  

And yet the cynic in us, the person tired from years 

of facing battles, struggling with grief, personal is-

sues, setbacks and let downs quite rightly says, 

‘How do you know it’s going to be okay.’  But unlike 

Dory’s response: ‘I don’t know’ – we do know that 

everything is going to be okay because we have the 

Word and the promise of Jesus himself who says, ‘I 

am with you always to the very end of the 

age.’ (Matthew 28:20).  
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In Isolation 

 

 

 

 

TOMATO SAUCE 

.  

Whilst it’s not a new thing for me, I made tomato sauce, (the kind you eat on pies or shepherd’s pie etc.) for the first 

time in years. I last made tomato sauce in 2008 and have bought sauce ever since, the homemade variety if I can find it.  

It all began with seeing boxes of sauce tomatoes in the local greengrocers shop. 10kg of tomatoes is quite a lot, so I 

asked some of our coffee group friends if they’d like to share. Yes they sure did want to share. They enjoyed fried toma-

toes above all and later bought another box of tomatoes to make relish.  

The smell of tomato sauce cooking with all its spices takes me back to my grandmother’s sauce making days and also to 

the days when we lived in Hastings, New Zealand. Wattis would have sauce making days and you could smell it all over 

town! Some of those spices are hard to find in an age when most people no longer make their own jams and preserves. 

So there was some experimenting but it all turned out well.  Of course the family won’t say no to a bottle of homemade 

sauce! 

I wish I could say the tomatoes were from our garden, which brings me back to my Granny. She had a vegetable garden 

to die for. Green thumbs would be her second name. From the farm we enjoyed most of our own produce and the large 

pantry was always well stocked with jams, pickles, sauce etc.   

Nothing was wasted as we were quite a large family since Granny lived with us as well. Most of the fruit came from a 

small orchard on our property and every Christmas we had roast goose because Granny raised geese, selling off the ex-

cess goslings for some pocket money. That all went well until a fox took the goose and Granny gave the gander to a 

friend who also raised geese. I don’t think we ever ate anything that was young. Although we had sheep, we never ate 

lamb and we certainly never ate a youngish hen. The old hens that no longer laid eggs went in the cooking pot. Those 

‘old time’ cooks could turn a ‘past it’s use by date ‘  sheep  or fowl  into a substantial, tasty meal. A roast leg of mutton 

cooked a long time slowly is still my favourite roast. Those were the days! I remember my mother in law cooking some 

pretty ‘dodgy’ meat (on their farm) but a long slow cook on the slow combustion stove resulted in a meal you’d want to 

repeat. It’s nearly meal time...what are you hungering for in isolation? 

 

Connecting in new ways 

The world-wide pandemic forced St Marks to think quick and implement a number of new initiatives to keep our St Marks 

community connected. One way of keeping our members connected was by re-purposing the ‘St Marks Christmas Eve’ 

Facebook page. Usually this Facebook page was only used for promotion of our Christmas Eve program, but with the per-

mission of those who originally set it up, we changed it to be our general ‘St Mark’s Lutheran Church, Mount Barker’ Face-

book page. Starting with just 61 likes at the start of March, over the restriction period we now have 199 likes, with people 

from all around Australia and a couple of overseas people regularly engaging with our page.  

The purpose of the Facebook page is to keep our members up-to-date on what is happening within our church communi-

ty, at our St Marks school and highlighting our national Lutheran Church departments and agencies. 

A true highlight of the Facebook page has been the ‘Pete the Puppet’ videos. What started with a short video to help the 

children understand why we can’t go to church, the videos have been a weekly highlight for young and ‘young at heart’. 

Thanks to Pastor Ben, Pete and Pete’s friends (Nana, Prue, and Policeman Paul), we were given insights on the theme of 

the upcoming Sunday. Pete’s debut video had such a great reaction reaching nearly 3000 people – so you could say Pete is 

now a Facebook sensation! 

The comments to many of the posts have been appreciated, which have included the links to our worship services, the 

videos, and the photos of sunsets and birds that Pastor Ben shared with us to show that life at the church was still hap-

pening, even without the regular interaction of our members. Our Facebook page will continue into the future as a way to 

stay connected with our community. Continued Page 5 
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The Glory of the Lord 

All of us then, reflect the glory of the Lord with uncovered faces; and that same glory, coming from the Lord, who is the 

Spirit, transforms us into his likeness in an ever greater degree of glory. 2 Corinthians3:18 

Lord, transform me, so that I may smilingly live in this sorrowful world. 

Transform me so that I may be generous in sharing in this world full of poverty. 

Transform me so that I may courageously proclaim the Gospel of peace in this burdened world. 

Transform me that I may become humble in this world of vanities. 

Transform me so that I long for the fellowship of the Holy Spirit in this world of confusion. 

Transform me that I can love in this world of hate. 

Transform me that I am ready to leave this world in trust when you call me to share resurrection and life with you. 

HEADING FOR HEAVEN 

This morning in our prayer time David used the words, heading for heaven. I like alliteration so it caught my attention. 

Since COVID-19 appeared we’ve thought a lot more about where we’re heading...it’s a long, drawn-out process of when 

will we be heading back to work, school, to visit a loved one in a nursing home or see our grandchildren? Will we be going 

back to life as we knew it or will the world we live in be a totally different place? What will worship be like after ‘things’ 

settle down and the church doors are open? At present so many doors are closed, including borders in our own country. 

But when one door closes usually another one opens and it may lead to a new pathway we could never have envisaged. 

We know that God in his grace always opens a new door when he closes the previous one. Then we’re on a journey along 

a new path, maybe a smoother path than the one before. Yet we can find ourselves on an even bumpier path as things 

don’t turn out as we expect. The closure of so many of the facilities we’ve relied on for so long, even our places of wor-

ship, can frustrate us. We want to see people, we want to have fellowship with family and friends, and we’re tiring of the 

journey as it stands! 

Wherever we’re heading as God’s people it’s a journey with Jesus. Our whole life is a journey with lots of twists and turns, 

some good, some not so good. Yet God is with us through them all. ‘Footprints’ is an example of God carrying us through 

times when we weren’t even aware that he was holding us in his protective arms. We’ve recently reflected on the couple 

walking to Emmaus when Jesus steps into their journey. How differently their walk changed from when they set out. Grief 

robbed them of joy and the hope they had for their life’s journey...But, Jesus came, walked, talked and dined with them 

and their lives were changed, yes, they were filled with joy and an adrenalin rush saw them head back to Jerusalem to tell 

the other disciples, Jesus is alive! Jesus is alive for you and me, right here, right now. That’s really exciting, isn’t it! Let’s 

get some real joy and excitement into our worship so people outside (or even within) our church community want what 

we’re having! Let the joy of knowing Jesus shine out through our worship and witness, especially in this time when many 

are fearful, grieving and without hope. 

What will our Christian journey be like from here on? Will our worship services ever be the same? Will we need to contin-

ue the practice of social distancing? Will we be able to shake hands, or hug each other in the future? We’re in blest times 

with the means of communication we have. Technology gives us some sense of normality but don’t we long to see each 

other face to face, Oh how we long to see real people again! God created us for community but what is it we’re to under-

stand as God speaks into our lives and community through COVID-19? Are we being given another chance to take others 

with us as we’re heading for heaven? The journey is as important as the destination, as good as the eternal destination is. 

It’s our God-given opportunity to take others with us, that’s why we’re here. Remember how Jesus said “Go” as he was 

ascending to heaven. That’s the beginning of the journey and whoever you meet along the way is your travelling compan-

ion(s) on your journey with Jesus. God bless you on your journey with Jesus and your fellow travellers. 
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Becoming more considerate? 

One of the more interesting discussions I have been following is the idea that as a result of this pandemic Mankind is suddenly 

going to become more considerate and our work/life balance is going to find a new equilibrium which will benefit ourselves, our 

society and the environment. 

I hear these discussions and then I read in the Bible, “The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become 

on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time.” (Genesis 6:5) 

Now as much as I'd like to see this new world come to fruition, I know that external changes enforced upon people aren’t going 

to be the catalyst for long-term change because as soon as science finds a cure to this virus, things will go back to the way they 

were before lock downs and social distancing. 

Indeed I think we are already seeing signs of this with the rise in acts of anarchy around the world and world leaders flexing their 

political muscle with decisions that promote their agendas instead of a united care and concern for the well-being of all people.  

To bring about any lasting changes in the hearts and minds of Mankind requires a greater inward change. 

The prophets of old knew this and they looked forward to the day when,   

“I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the Lord. They will be my people, and I will be their God, for they will return to 

me with all their heart.” (Jeremiah 24:7)and, 

“I will give them singleness of heart and action, so that they will always fear me and that all will then go well for them and for 

their children after them.” (Jeremiah 32:39) 

We read in Acts that after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, 

“All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had 

need.” (Acts 2:44 & 45) 

It didn’t take the fear of a pandemic but the powerful action of God’s Spirit softening their collective hearts to become one heart 

which looked towards the needs of each person and the needs of the world they lived in. 

God’s words to Jeremiah tell us that a turning towards the needs of others firstly requires a turning of our hearts towards Him. 

I have been working in my job for too many years to not know and have seen, that what was written about the hearts of Man-

kind in Genesis 6:5 is just as true today. 

Many a time whilst throwing my hands up in exasperation I have also thrown a prayer up to God asking for His Spirit to break 

through the hard heart of a client who, in clear defiance and rebellion, does something that they know won’t be beneficial to 

them physically or mentally and certainly not spiritually. 

Are those prayers answered? Sometimes it’s very hard to see that they have been, but at others times, I’ll see a small glimmer of 

light, a recognition that maybe just this once their heart will become receptive to hearing, if not the voice of God, then at least a 

voice of common sense from someone who does have their best interests at heart. 

The heart of God’s church is bigger and more powerful than the destructive effects of any pandemic. If our collective hearts unit-

ed in a common cause plaguing our society, it would have as great an effect as the united hearts of the disciples had all those 

centuries ago. I believe the church will be needed after this pandemic is over. I pray we will allow God's heart to work through 

our collective hearts, united as “the body of Christ", to make a difference to a post-pandemic world. Amen. 
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The Confirmation Class  2020 (Where's Hannah?) 

Confirmation 2020 – By Ruby Gogel  

We are really pleased that confirmation lessons are being held  In 2020. There are 19 kids in our class this year! 

What have we been doing? We began looking at all sorts of religious gods from around the world. This was an introduction 

to our first topic. Which was the 10 commandments. This introduction relates to the first commandment… You shall have no 

other Gods.  

Pastor Ben taught us all how to remember the 10 commandments by hand actions. This was super helpful because now I 

have a way of remembering them! :)  

We also talked about the books of the bible. Pastor Ben and Vicar Joseph introduced us to a bible song that will help us to 

hopefully remember all the books of the bible by the end of the year. The song is very long, but Vicar Joseph sings and plays 

his guitar for us. (He is very good at it!) 

What about COVID-19? At the start of the year we met in the hall each Monday from 4 to 5. We spent 7 weeks of lessons 

before we couldn’t meet face to face anymore due to COVID-19. 

We then began to do confirmation over Zoom. It has been challenging using Zoom because there are many distractions at 

home (like family, loud noises, pets, things around you etc). Although, meeting and talking face to face is much better than 

online, we have all been very grateful that we can still proceed to be learning. On behalf of the group, I think that we are 

very eager to get back to normal! :) 

Vicar Joseph has also been a part of our lessons. He has led the last three sessions on the articles of the Apostles creed. It 

will be sad to see him go, and we will miss him. We are very grateful for all that he has taught us and for being a great role 

model for us. Hopefully he can be a part of the formal confirmation service at the end of the year. 

Highs and lows  

Highs…It’s been great to learn more about God and growing our faith. It has been great to connect with all the related top-

ics. It’s good to know that I’m not alone in my faith and that other people are in the same boat as me. It has been great to 

share and connect with others.  

Lows…It’s been a bit difficult to stay focused during confirmation via Zoom. Discussions have also been a little more restrict-

ed online. We felt that we could be more open in person and this made sessions more interesting as we could ask questions 

and discuss them together in smaller groups. But once again, we are all super grateful that we can still connect online. 

A big thank you to Pastor Ben for getting all our sessions organized, both when we met in person and online, and a huge 

thank you to Pastor Ben and Vicar Joseph for being great role models and for taking up your time to help us deepen our 

faith.  
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Jesus Christ, true life-giver 

 

Nearly 500 years ago, the church reformer Martin Luther compared Christian baptism to a doctor who could save people 
from death, or if they died, could restore them to life so that they’d live forever.  Luther commented, “How the world 
would pour in money like snow and rain.  No one could find access to [such a doctor] because of the throng of the rich!  
But here in Baptism there is freely brought to everyone’s door such a treasure and medicine that it utterly destroys 
death and preserves all people alive.” 

 

Well over a thousand years before Luther, Bishop Ignatius of Antioch in Syria made a similar comment about the Lord’s 
Supper.  While under guard on his way overland to Rome where he was martyred in about the year 120, Ignatius wrote 
that the bread handed out in the Supper “is the medicine of immortality, and the antidote that wards off death but 
yields continuous life in union with Jesus Christ”. 

 
Current coronavirus restrictions allow people to be baptised in Australia, though not in the presence of a congregation.  
The Lord’s Supper, however, has been put on hold, even at Easter time.  While this saddens Christians, they also willingly 
refrain because they care about their neighbour’s well-being.  Pastor Gottfried Martens argued this way when he ad-
dressed the 1700 members of his congregation, Trinity Lutheran Church in Steglitz (Berlin), Germany.  Most of his mem-
bers are Iranian and Afghan converts.  He wrote, 

“When those in authority over us ask us, out of love for our neighbour to avoid social contact, then we wish to 
do this as Christians--even when it causes personal pain.  We are cancelling Divine Services and congregational 
meetings out of love, and not out of fear!” 

 
Though deprived of congregational worship, Christians nevertheless have the words of Jesus in the privacy of their 
homes.  His word is also a life-giving medicine.  “The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life”, he says (St John 
6:63).  His Spirit-filled words are life-giving because they lead us to turn from our sins and trust in him.  They tell us how 
he died on a cross to pay for our sins and free us from God’s judgment.  They also tell us how he rose to life on the third 
day (a Sunday) as our victorious Lord. 

 
It seems impossible to us that anyone should be raised from death to life.  That’s how it seemed to Jesus’ first disciples, 
too.  They’d been devastated by his death.  They didn’t believe reports from a group of women who said that he was 
alive.  It was only after the Lord appeared to them, invited them to touch him and even ate in front of them, that they 
knew he was indeed alive.  Nor were the accounts of Jesus’ appearances made up.  The differences between the ac-
counts—there are five of them in the New Testament Scriptures—testify to their truthfulness.  As well, if Jesus had not 
risen from the dead, his powerful enemies could easily have put his dead body on display for all to see. 

 
In the face of the coronavirus pandemic (or whatever it will be that will snatch our life from us) the good news that Jesus 
has conquered sin and death for us provides us with the greatest comfort.  Through our baptism, the holy Supper, and 
Jesus’ words of promise, we’ve been given “the antidote that wards off death but yields continuous life in union with 
Jesus Christ”.  Pastor David Buck 
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Do you own a mobile phone? What a silly question you might ask! Walk into any social situation and 

guess what...most people are staring at small screens. What are they looking at? Smart phones contain 

an unimaginable amount of information, some of it is good and helpful, but some of it is nasty, destruc-

tive and outright evil. Like many of our modern day technology mobile phones can be a tool for good, to 

bless people and glorify God or...not! Some people use it for reading their Bible, and that’s not all bad. 

Your preference may be as mine is, for the hard copy; there’s something special about holding a book, 

not least God’s Book of texts for life, in your hands. 

Mobile phones allow the owner to send text messages. You might be a person who likes to send text 

messages to someone due to time pressure. Sometimes the written word is helpful if you or the person 

you’re texting is not so good in the memory stakes! Some people prefer to talk to the person on the oth-

er end. It’s a personal choice. 

You may have a mobile phone you seldom or never use. Your skill with a mobile phone depends on using 

it (that’s my experience anyway) There’s a saying that ‘if you don’t use it you’ll lose it!’ If you seldom or 

never use your mobile phone, there’s a distinct possibility that it will be out of date when you do try to 

use it. The first mobile phone I had was an absolute ‘relic’ I didn’t understand it at all well. I went to visit 

a friend and my plan had been to phone her from the railway station and she would come and pick me 

up. When I went to phone, a message came through...you are out of credit. The phone used up my re-

sources, so then I had to use my own resources and walk to her house!  

Let’s get to a different kind of text. These are the ones we find in the Bible. They are tools that are put 

there for our benefit and for the good of others. These are important texts because they are from God 

and we need to be up to date with them. They are God’s tools for communicating his love to us so we 

can communicate God’s love and grace to someone else. I’m reading an amazing book with the title, 

‘Friend of Sinners.’ The author, Rich Wilkerson Jr. uses some of the New Testament stories and parables 

fleshing out further the scenarios in which Jesus loved sinners and we now have the benefit of those 

texts to help us point people to Jesus, because all of us are sinners in need of a friend. 

May I encourage you to use the texts and tools of the Bible to reach someone who is doing it tough? 

There are a lot of sinners around, each one of us, actually but Jesus is waiting with wide open arms to 

befriend sinners. So, sinners hear Jesus’ call, come home and find your joy and true friend, Jesus, the 

friend of sinners. 

TOOLS and TEXTS 
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Our Pastor–  Ps. Ben Pfeiffer.    Tel   0402 825 173                                                        

Email <pfeiffer241@gmail.com> 

Church  Secretary:  Erica Launer 8391 1695 (office) 

Worship Coordinator:  Sharon Heyne                                                                 

Email:  stmarks.worship@bigpond.com  

School Principal: James Heyne  8391 0444  (School ) 

  POSTAL ADDRESS: St Mark’s Lutheran Church,                                                                    

PO Box 836,   Mt Barker  SA 5251                                            

Web address: stmarksmtbarker.org.au                      

Church email Address: stmarks.mtbarker@bigpond.com 

Email St Marks Matters:   fifer@adam.com.au 

Contact St Mark’s 

 

Keep updated using the web site or having the Sunday bulletin delivered each Friday by email by registering online.  St Marks Matters is also distributed  electronically to 

our growing list of registered users. 

CHURCH REGISTER 
 
 
 
 
 
Funerals 
Date   Name     Born   Died _____ 
12/6/20 Ivy Marsh   20/4/46  4/6/20  
15/6/20 Neil Launer   28/4/52  6/6/20 

The Matters Editorial team 

Editor: Michael Pfeiffer 

Proof-reader: Joy Christian 

Photographer: Sharon Heyne 

mailto:stmarks.worship@bigpond.com
mailto:stmarks.mtbarker@internode.on.net
mailto:stmarks.mtbarker@bigpond.com
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Out & About At     

St Marks 

  

 

Inberendi band 

Ps Schultz presentation 

Advent Candles 

Ava Mibus 

 Service time 

The kids are back 

Gift tree 

It has been a privilege to publish         

St Mark’s Matters . 

The Editor & staff                 

Thanks You! 

Christmas Eve service 

Our Elders 

Brekys up boys 


