
Sermon

Luke 24:44-53

‘Blessed and Sent’



‘Blessed and Sent’

Luke 24:44-53 (NIV)

Ascension Day

Christi Himmelfahrt
Himmelfahrt

Vatertag



‘Blessed and Sent’

Luke 24 (NIV)

vv 13-35 On the Road to Emmaus

vv 36-49 Jesus Appears to the Disciples

vv 50-53 The Ascension of Jesus
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Luke 24:44-53 (NIV)

44 He said to them,

“This is what I told you while I was still with you:

Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me

in the Law of Moses,

the Prophets

and the Psalms.”



‘Blessed and Sent’

Luke 24:44-53 (NIV)

45 Then he opened their minds

so they could understand the Scriptures.

46 He told them, “This is what is written:

The Messiah will suffer

and rise from the dead on the third day,

47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins

will be preached in his name to all nations,

beginning at Jerusalem.

48 You are witnesses of these things.



‘Blessed and Sent’

Acts 1:1-11 (NIV)

3 After his suffering,
he presented himself to them

and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive.
He appeared to them over a period of forty days

and spoke about the kingdom of God.



‘Blessed and Sent’

Acts 1:1-11 (NIV)

4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, 
he gave them this command:

“Do not leave Jerusalem,
but wait for the gift my Father promised,
which you have heard me speak about.

5 For John baptized with water,
but in a few days you will be baptized

with the Holy Spirit.”



‘Blessed and Sent’

Acts 1:1-11 (NIV)

7 He said to them:
“… 8 … you will receive power

when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my witnesses

in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end(s) of the earth.”
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Luke 24:44-53 (NIV)

50 When he had led them out

to the vicinity of Bethany,

he lifted up his hands and blessed them.
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Luke 24:44-53 (NIV)

The hands of Jesus – the hands that:

- Touched and blessed children

- Healed sickness and infirmity

- Restored sight to the blind

- Caused the lame to walk

- Straightened the crippled

- Raised the dead to life

- Washed the disciples’ feet

- Were nailed to the cross



‘Blessed and Sent’

Luke 24:44-53 (NIV)

50 When he had led them out

to the vicinity of Bethany,

he lifted up his hands and blessed them.

51 While he was blessing them,

he left them and was taken up into heaven.



‘Blessed and Sent’

Acts 1:1-11 (NIV)

10 They were looking intently up into the sky
as he was going,

when suddenly two men dressed in white
stood beside them.

11 “Men of Galilee,” they said,
“why do you stand here looking into the sky?

This same Jesus,
who has been taken from you into heaven,

will come back in the same way
you have seen him go into heaven.”



‘Blessed and Sent’

Luke 24:44-53 (NIV)

52 Then they worshiped him

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.

53 And they stayed continually at the temple,

praising God. 
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Luke 24:44-53 (NIV)

What does Jesus’ ascension mean to us today?

- His bodily form is really gone

- We know where He is

- He is still alive

- He is still blessing us

- His Holy Spirit is still with us

- He is still preparing the way for us

- He is still interceding for us

- A model of his return



‘Blessed and Sent’

Luke 24:44-53 (NIV)

What does it mean to be blessed and sent by Jesus?

- How have you witnessed Jesus in your life?

(How has God blessed you?)

(Where has Jesus shown up in your story?)

- How can you be a witness for Jesus?

(You get to tell your story)



‘Blessed and Sent’

Ephesians 1:15-23 (NIV)

17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 

revelation, so that you may know him better.

18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened

in order that you may know

the hope to which he has called you,

the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people,

19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe.

That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he 

exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated 

him at his right hand in the heavenly realms. Amen.
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